KAHUKYJIbI
MaJjieHbKas AeTCKasl IOBeCTh
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(Meursl. I'ne XomyToB? batoka KiiroBuxa. B 3acane. IloGer.)

Ecnu Ob1 KyniuTh camosieT MO0 MOMPOCUTh KaKOTO-HUOYAb JIETYMKA, YTOOBI 3aje-
TeTh TOBBIIIE U MPBITHYTh BOH Ha TO 006yako! Bor 6buto 61 Marko! TyT yx HOTy HE
oTmuben b, OyxHyscs Obl Kak Ha MOAYIIKY. A TOTOM Obl JaBail KyBBIPKaThCsl BHU3 U
onATh ObI JIE3Th BBEPX, U OISATH Obl BHU3, HO YTOOHI MOJAJbINE OT Kpas. JlepeBHs U Jiec
ObLIM OBl Kak Ha Omrofeuke. MokHO Obl HAOpaTh B KapMaHbl MEJIKUX KAMHEN U KUAATh
cBepXy B KOpoB. Tosbko 4ToOBI B I1a3 He nonaino. Hu ogHa Obl HE ycBUCTaNA 3a peuky!

Wnu 661 BBIPHITH NO3eMHBIN X0/1. CKBO3b BCIO FOpY IOJI cCaMOM JiepeBHEH. A 1o-
cie Obl, KOIrJla OCTAHETCS YyTh-UyTh, MPOKOJYINAaTh MAJECHbKYIO KPYIIIYIO ABIPKY U
CMOTpETh uepe3 Hee. Tebst Obl HUKTO He BUEI, 3aTO BCE MOJe Kak Ha jajaouike. Ctacuk
CEero/iHs Kak pa3 maceT KopoB. 1 BOT BBICKOUMTH Obl HEB3HAUall MPSMO y HEro Moj Ho-
com! Mnu 6b1 coOpaTh B 0JHO MECTO BCEX 3BEPEN, HAKOPMUTB /10 OTBAJIA, a OCIE OBbL...

Paznancs rpoMkuii cTyk. 9TO MaTh KOJIOTHIIA B CTEHY O€pE30BbIM KOPOMBICIIOM:

— Munbka! MunbKa, 0ec, KoMy roBOpSIT, cTymnai noMoil. CamoBap 1aBHO Ha CTO-
Je.

Jlerko cka3zatp, cTynail! MuHbKa cuies BEpXOM Ha KpbILIE, U, YTOOBI CITyCTUTHCS
BHM3, HaJ0 ObUIO MPOJE3Th B AbIpY Ha yepaak. [loTom mpolTu mo AJIMHHOM Oanke Ha
OOJIBIION BBICOTE, 3aT€M MPOOpaThCs HAa YroJl M YKE 10 HEMY CIIyCKaThbCsl Ha Oe3zomnac-
HOE MECTO, LEIUISAACh 3a LIEIW M BBICTYIbl. XOPOIIO €CIIM HE pa3opBENIb O KaKOMW-
HUOYIb TBO3/Ib IITaHbI TMO0 HE PACKPOBEHUILIb OPIOXO.

IInte yaii HUCKOJIEUKO HEe X0Tenochk. Ho Bee ke NMpHUIIIOCh JIE3Th Yepe3 BCE AbIPbI
U ciyckaTtbes BHU3. B n30e MuHbKa B3s KYCOK MUpOra, MCIIEYEHHOTO C JIYKOM, U
orsATh Ha yiuny CerogHsi HA KamycTy MOJIOTh, HA I0CTaBaTh JUIs HEE BOJY U3 KOJIOALA.
Hanoena »xe 5Ta kamycra xy»e ropbkoil peapku! Kaxknplii IeHb OJIMBAEIb, & YTO TOJI-
ky? He pacrer.

MunbKa pemmn nmocMoTpeTs B Kojonel. J[aJeko BHM3Yy BHIHEIOCHh OTpPa)XXEHHUeE,
BCs rojioBa OblIa He Oojee msATauka. Yuurenb Cepreit MuxaiioBUd OJHAXKIBI paccKa-
3bIBAJI, UTO €CJIU TJISJIETh U3 TIyOOKOTO KOJIOIA, TO AaKE B MOJIJIEHb MOXHO YBHUJIETh
3BE3/IBL.

Munbka nocmotpen Ha He0o. Ho kakue ke 3Be3lbl B Takylo xkapy? XoTtes ObLIO
CHOBA 3aJI€3Th Ha KPBIIILy, HO OH HE JIFOOUJI IeNIaTh J1Ba pa3a OJHO U TO XKe€.

Cka3aTp 1o npaBe — CKy4dHO. JlepeBHs Takas MaJeHbKas, YTO B HEM U BCEr0-TO
necsiTh 1oMoB. Jlo coceiHel IepeBHU JiBa KMJIOMETPA, a A0 Kiy0a U MIKOJbI-MHTepHAaTa
LEeNbIX NATh. B 1IKoNe HbIHUE chenanu JeTHUW jaarepb. Munbka, Ctacuk 1 XOMYTOB
nepeuur B mecton kiacc. [IpaBna, XoMyTOB ocTajicsi Ha OCEHb MO PyCCKOMY, BOT KO-
3ein! 3a U3J0XKEHUE OH MOJY4YWJ JBOMKY, IOTOMY YTO HE MOCTaBWJ TPEX 3alAThIX. A
MIEPEHOCHI, TAK AT COBCEM HE yYMeEeT Aenath. [ e oH ceituac?

N MunbKa OTIIpaBuiICs UCKaTh XOMYTOBA.



ITo nepeBHe neren nyx oxyBaH4YMKOB. Ilenn netyxu, yupukanu nactouku. [a, co-
BCEM MaJIeHbKas AepeBHs. He ycreems OMIIHYThCS, KaK OIATh MOIOIUIA 04EpEeb KO-
poB nactu. Koyxo3HbIX-TO maceT noctosiHHbIA nactyx. M Bot Cracuk, OenHsra, macet
CEroJHs 3THUX JINYHBIX KOPOB, a JomMa 11 XOMYTOB, enle HensBecTHo. Ho ecim u noma,
TO KTO 3HAET, OTIIYCTHUT JI1 €ro Oalka.

C 6a0koit KiroBuxoil y MUHBKHM Y€ HbIHYE JIETOM MPOU3OILIN JBE HENPUSATHBIC
ucropun. OJIHa U3-3a UXHEro KOTa, Apyras u3-3a camou KimoBuxu. Koneuno, B nepBbIiil
pa3 oHu ¢ XOMYTOBBIM ObUIM BUHOBATHI, XOTA TOKE HE 04eHb. OHU XOTENU MOMHUPHUTD
kota co CracukoBbIM Ty3MKOM, JUIsl 4ETO BBIMYCTUIIM W3 KJIETKU LBIUIT U NOCAINUIN
Tyna cHavana Ty3uka, moToM Kota. Pe3ynpTaToB HuUkakux He ObLIo0. [axe xyxe. Kot
Buenuics Ty3uky B Hoc. Ty3uk nmpokycui y kota yxo. [logusiiocs Takoe mobouie, 4To
UBIIUIATHHLIA 3aX0/AWIa XOAYHOM M IepeBepHyack. /[Bepua packpsuiack. Kot BeuieTen
oTTyAa Kak yymMHoi. OH 70 Bedepa IIHIeN Ha JiIoel, He To uTo Ty3uk. baOka cmazana
KOTa KOPOBBUM MaciioM, 4TOObI CKOpell 3axuBayin 00JbHBIE MecTa. OH 00JM3a1 CBOIO
MAacJIEHyI0 MOPJy U yCHOKOUJCs, 3aT0 6abka HassOeqHn4ana MunbkuHoOM MaTepu. Bro-
poii pa3 KirroBuxa Hanyctriiack Ha MUHBKY COBCEM YK HH C TOTO HU C CETO, TOJIBKO 32
TO, YTO OH IIPOCTO 3amen K XOMyTOBYy. DTOT pa3 Ja)ke BCIOMUHATh HEOXOTA, 10 YEro
IIPOTHUBHO.

Munbpka npuOIM3WICS K XOMYTOBCKOMY Oropoay. B u3ropoau umenach mienb
Mexay kepaiMu. OH IpoJe3 B OrOpoJ U 3ajer B TpaBe, Kak MapTH3aH. 3amax TPaBbl
KPY>KHJI TOJIOBY, Ky3HEUMKH TPE3BOHMWJIM CJIEBA M CIipaBa. byKallku W KOMaphl Kyca-
JUCh, MIEKOTAIUCh W MOJ3aJM MO OOChIM HOoraM. MuHBKa MNPUIOAHSIICS B TpaBe U
ocmoTpel oM. OKHO pacKphITO, 3HAYUT, XOMYTOB M 0aOka ObLIM Ha MecTe. MuHbKa
nonoJ3 ommke. YToObI BRI3BATh HA YIUIy XOMYTOBA, HaJl0 CBUCTHYTh JIMOO THXOHBKO
OpocuTh B pamMy LIMIIKOH OT jomyxa. Yero o Tam CUIUT, Kak TeTépa’?

MuHbKa BBITSHYJ U3 TpaBbl LI€I0. BApyr ero naxe MoAKWHYIO, B CIIUHY, MEXIY
JIOTIaTKaMH, KTO-TO OOJILHO CTYKHYJI I'pa0JICBHIIIEM.

— Heuucrteiii nyx! — KnroBrxa, KoTopas cTosiia HaJl HUM, YK€ IPUHOPABINBAIIACH
CTYKHYTb eme. — [llenpma, BCro TpaBy nepemsi!

Munbka Bckoumi. [IpsiMmo uepe3 kpanuBy OH OpOCHIICS K U3TOPOJAH, MEPEMAXHYI
€€, TAKYI0 BBICOKYIO, M HE IIOMHUJI, KaK OKa3aJICsl Ha OKOJIMLE 3a JEPEBHEN.

«Xopomuio e1e, 4To He B FoJIOBY», — oayMall MuHbka HacueT 6aOKUHOro rpadie-
BHILA.

Boe3BaTh XOMyTOBa CTallo COBCEM HEBO3MOXKHO. CTacHK mac KOpoB, a XOMYTOB
JienaeT Heu3BecTHO yTo. I MuHbKa pemmi Hakomnath YepBeld, YToObl OUTH C YJI0i B
jec Ha [ puimH omyT.

B nepeBne Bce eme pyranack 6a0ka KioBuxa, 1 MuHbKe cTano xajib XOMyTOBa.
I'ne-to on ceituac? HaBepHo, mocnanu 3a xjiedboM, 1100 CUIUT Ha JaBke, a 0a0ka pyra-
€T ero WM UT0JIKOM JOCTAEeT Y HErO U3 HOT'H 3aHO3Y.
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(Pa3znymbs Ha oBoax. Pycanka. Kak raauam gerorb?
HoBble mI1aHbI M HOBbIE HENPUATHOCTH.)



KaxuM TbI OBLJI, TAKUM OCTAJICH,

Open crenHo-0-0-11, Ka3ak JIuxoil!

[Ilenr MunbKka 1 opan Bo Bce ropio. Eme maxan yaunumeM. MaxHens pa3 — BO3-
IyX CBHUCTHET. MaxHemb 1Ba, yaouka jgaxe mporubaercs. C dero Obl Tak?
Yubuc nmogHsIIcs ¢ Jdyra U JaBail MUINATh, AaBail HaJ TOJOBOM JIETaTh, Kak OyATO €ro
rpadsat! Beicoko Bucenu Genble obaka, mrymen 3a kycramu EBnaxun Tpakrop. Ha stom
ronyoom «benapyce» BO3ST MOJOKO Ha 3aBOjA C coceaHeil depmbl. OX U KyK 3TOT
Egnaxa! [Iponuioii 3uMoi mponui KOJX03HbIN TynyIl, a oren; Ctacuka, Opuraaup, axe
HUYEro HE MOT caenathb. Pyran, pyran EBnaxy, a uro Tonky? Tylyna-To HeT.

3adeM, 3a4€M Thl CHOBA ITOBCTPEYAJICS,

Ho Tb1 1 nopor MHe Takomu.

MuHBKa TOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO MPOIYCTHJI KAKME-TO CJIOBA, HO PEIINJI HE BCIIOMU-
HaTh U IMETh BCE CHayaja, 4ToObl CJI0Ba BCIOMHWINCH camu. Ho TyT eMy craiio He 10
neceH. [lopora moiia mo OJBXOBBIM KycCTaM, HauMHaJNIOCh HeOousbinoe Gonotie. Ha
MuHbKy cpa3y HaOPOCHUIIUCH KPYITHBIE KEIThle OBOJbI. Takol MpoOKaabIBacT Kak IIH-
JIOM KOXY cpasy 110 KpoBH. 1 0TKyZa UX CTONBKO poauTcs? Beap exxenu OHU MUTAI0TCS
KpPOBBIO, CKOJIBKO JIJIsl HUX Halo 3ToM KpoBu? Ee u B3sATh Herne. MoxeT, OHU JIOCEN Ky-
caroT? Wnm 3aiineB?

MuHbKa copBaji CyXyl OBUIMHKY M MOWMall camMoro »KUpHoro oBoja. IIpoTkHyn
OBLTMHKY CKBO3b MoJiocaToe Oproxo u oTmycTui. OBOJ 3aryjiesl Kak BEpTOJET, TAKEI0
noJieTesl Npodyb BMecTe ¢ rpy3oM. Jloiro ero ObpUI0 BUAHO B BO3IYyXE.
Bort u nec. Crano aymHo, K 0OBOJaM MPUCOEOUHUIINCh MyXH U KoMmapsl. Jlopora pas-
IBOMJIACh, HO MuHBKaA 3HaJ, KyJaa uath. CKOJBKO pa3 XOIWJI ¢ MATEPBIO HA MOKOC A0
camoii pexu! Tak Beap TO ¢ MATEPHIO...

OH nomien TUIlle U1 OCTOPOKHEH, JIEC, OH JIEC U €CTh. BBICOKME COCHBI IIIyMENIN HAJl
rojioBoil. CoJiHIle CKPBUIOCH 32 00JaKOM, BETE€p CUJIbHEN Mpolrymen BOKpyr. MuHbke
CTaJI0 HEBECEJIO, U OH Hayall BCHOMUHATH BECEJIbIE CIy4an U3 cBoeil xu3HU. Kak Hazno,
BCE OHH BBUIETEIIN U3 TOJOBBI!

Munbka nonoxun yay. [loTporan B kapmMaHe CIMUEYHBIM KOPOOOK C YEpPBSIMHU U
MOATAHYI TaHbl. Orisiaencs. ['1e-To0 0KOJI0 BOH TOW MOXHATOMW €JIKU CKPBIBAETCS BTO-
past oTBOpOTKa K peke. [loroM nomkHa ObITh MOXOBasi HU3MHKA. Jlanbiiie, Ha Topke, Oy-
neT Oonbinasi 0epe3rHa ¢ THIIBIM AYIIIIOM. A 4TO 3a TOPYIITKON?

MuHnbka cmeno momen ganbiie. Ara, Bce npaBuibHO! Bce Obuto mo-ctapomy,
TOJIbKO B 00JIOTLIE HBIHYE MEHBIIIE YPOIUIOCh YEPHUKH, Aa U Oepe3a ¢ IyIuioM Moka3a-
J1aCh MOYEMY-TO HE TaKOM OOJIBIIION, KaK B MPOIIIIOM TOAY.

Jlopora 3apociia MaJIMHOM, KpalmMBOM U KyCcTaMu KpyImHHbL. YTOOBI HE 3201y IUTh-
csl Ha oOpaTHOM TyTH, MUHBKa H3peiKa 3ajlaMbiBajl BeTKU. OH BbIIIET HA TPUOPEKHYIO
MOJISIHKY, KaK pa3 K CTapomy, TABHO HE JCUCTBYIOLIEMY AErTApHOMY 3aBoay. Hy kakou
sT0 3aB0A? He 3aBoj, a 0ObIYHBIN capail c TECOBOM MPOTHUBILIEH KPBIILIEH.

MuHbKa, OCTeperasch KpamuBbl, 000IIEN ero Kpyrom, rmoTporajl He3amnepThiid 3a-
MOK Ha BOPOTax M HE CTaJl 3aXOJIUTh BHYTpb. OH CIENIMI K peUyKe: a BAPYT KIIOET ca-
Masi KpymHas pbroa?

Peuka cunena psaoMm, 3a kyctukamu. MuHbKa HE JOJITO Aymas pasMOTall yAOUKY.
Hamen y omyra cyxoe mecTo, BBITAIIMJI YEPBSIKA M TOPOIUIMBO Hayaj HACaKUBATh.
UYepBsk OKa3ayCcsl TAaKOW TOJICTBIM, U3BOPOTIIMBBIN, 4TO MUHBKA €€ C HUM CIIPABUIICS.



Her Huyero npoTuBHEe Haca)XMBaTh YEPBSIKA HAa Kprouyok! MUHBKA yCTaHOBUI 3aIycCK,
norieBall Ha yepBska U 3abpocuii. Ho momnaBok He BcTaBaj Ha moma. 3amyck, 4To JiH,
BenuK? Wnu Ha kopsAry 3akuHysn. MUHBKa cliefiaj 3alyCcK IMOMEHbBIIE, 3aKUHYI U CTall
KIATh.

Ha npyrom Gepery, coBcem psiioM, 3aKyKoBajia Kykyuika. Komapsl Kycanuchk Te-
nepb peaKo, HO YK OOJIbHO Yecaliach OT HUX KOKa. A IMOIUIABOK CJIOBHO yCHYI. Tede-
HUEM TO U JIEJI0 €r0 CHOCUJIO, MUHBKA MEPEKUABIBAJ YI0UKY U OT HEUYETO JIeNIaTh Hadall
IpEMaTh.

["'oBOpMIM, YTO B 3TOM MECTE JABHO KOTJA-TO YTOHYJ XO3SHMH JErTSPHOIO 3aBOJA
HeMolt ['puropwuii. OH OyaTO OBI HOYBIO JIOBUJI TYT PHIOY, M €ro yTSHYJA Ha THO TOJY-
6ast pycanka. byaTo Obl ero uckaam Tpu JHs, a KOT/ia BBITAIIMIN U3 BOJABI, TO B BOJIOCAX
HaIlTM MaJIeHbKUI 30510TOM rpedemiok. Hemoro ['puropusi u moXOpOHUIN OKOJIO 3TOTO
omyrta. «Bce, HaBepHO, BpyT!» — nogyman MUHBKA U CHEKUIICS.

[Tozagu kak Oynaro mocunelmancs mopox. Krto-to nBurancs Ommke U Onioke.
Munbka 3amep, Mypaiu nodexanu Mo ero cnuHe. Bapyr c3aau kTo-To IiyOOKO U
CWIBHO B310XHYN. «®Dy, 3apaza,— Bbepyrajics Muneka.— Bor mopapa-to!» KpachHo-
nectpas KiroBuxuHa KOpoBa CTOsUIa B ISATH IIarax M OOJBIIMMHU KPYIJIBIMH TJIa3aMU
risiena Ha MuHbKy.

— Kpmr! Yero vamo?

VY Hero otnerso ot cepaua. Crano onsTh CHOKOWHO, Kak OyJITO Thl HE B JIECY, a B
nepeHe. KopoBa mrymMHO nipuHsiiack 3a TpaBy. OHa MOTasIa TOJIOBOM U XBOCTOM, JE€pikKa
000pOHY OT KOMapoB, MyX, OBOJIOB. J[pyrue KOpoBbl TOXe OPOJIUIIH TIO JIECY.

— Cracuk! — 3akpuyan MuHbKa, HacCTaBiAA JaA0HU pynopom. — Cra-a-cuk!

Musnbka npuciymancsa. ToapKo Jec mymen Ja riyXo 3BIKajld KOPOBbU KOJIOKOJIA.
«3Ix, OyaeT emy Ternepb B30yuka, — nmoaymanoch Munbke. — [Ipo3eBan kopoB-To. A ec-
JI1 MEJIBENb ?»

[TogymaB nipo MenBens, MuHbka Hayan cMaThiBaTh ya0uky. Kyaa Oexats, eciu
MeJBElb BBICKOYMT? MMHBKA 4uTal B OJHOM pacckase, 4TO HaJo Jiedb Ha 3EMII0 U
IIPUTBOPUTHCSI MEPTBBIM, OH MIOHIOXAET U yiiieT. MUHBKA PEICTaBUII, KAK MEIBEb €r0
HIOXAEeT, U 1obexan K AerTipHoMy 3aBoy. OH U caMm He 3aMeTHJI, Kak Mo0exal, Jaxe
YA0YKY OcTaBui y omyTa. O4HYyJICS y BOPOT M IIEpEBEI AyX.

3aMOK coBceM 3ap:kaBesl. MUHbBKa eJie BBITallK ero u3 npodoes. TONKHYI ABEph
¥ 3a0bLJT PO MEJBES, B JIUIO MAXHYJIO0 XOJI00M U 3al1axOM IJIECEHH.

Capaii, rae rHaiam KOorjaa-To JIeroTh, ObLT YEPHBINA OT Ca)KH, YIJIbl 3aTSAHYJIO MayTH-
HOi1. bosbiuas neys ¢ TpeMs ToNkamu ocenia Habok. BAonb Kaka0# TONKKY UMeach eme
KpyTriias TIuHsAHAs TpyOa. MuUHbKa 3HaN, 4TO 3TU OOJbIIME JUIMHHBIE TPyObl Ha3bIBa-
auck KyOamu. B HMX MIOTHO 3aKiajpiBanach Oepecta, 3aTeM KOHEll TPyObl 3aKpbIBaJICs
KPYIJIOM KPBIIIKOW U IIEJIA HAIJIyX0 3aMa3blBAJINCh IIIMHOW. BHU3Y, B TOINKax pa3BoJu-
M oroHb. bepecta B Ky0ax HarpeBaiach, U3 Hee TE€K JeroTb. MUHbKA 3ajie3 B TEMHOTY
10337y ATOU OOJIBIION TIeYr M OOHAPYKUJ JKEJIe3HbIe TPYOKH, KOTOPbIC BBIXOAMIN U3
KyOoB. Bce Tpu TpyOku ObUIM BCTaBJIEHBI B OJHY OOJIBIIYIO, YK€ B AepeBsHHY0. [1o
HEH-TO JIETOTh U CTEKal B YepHYIO OOUKY, BPBITYIO B 3eMJit0. B 60uke Huuero He ObLIO,
KpOME BCAKOIO Xjama.

ManeHpKOe OKOHBIIIKO, CAETaHHOE B CTEHE, COBCEM HE CBETHJIO. MUHbBKA CXOAMII
Ha yJIMIly, HapBaJ TPaBbl U MPOTEP CTEKIO. B capae cpasy crano cBeriee. MUHbKA yBH-



7ien OOJIbIIIE BEPEBOYHBIC BECHI, IPUBS3AHHBIC K 0aJIKe, IBE KEJIC3HbIC TUPH U KPYTJIbIE
kamMHU. OH JOJTO HE MOT IOHSATH, JUIsl YETO HYXKHBI 3TH KaMHHU. Jlorajgancs: »eae3HbIX
TUPb HE XBaTAJIO, BOT U HCIIOJIB30BaJIM BMECTO r'Mpb KaMHHU. OH MOTpOrai OJHYy THUPIO
— OHa Jlaxxe He meBenbHyIack. «Huuero cedbe! — MuHbKa moiomien ¢ Jpyro cTopo-
Hbl.— CKOJIBKO %€ BECY B HEM?»

Ho B yriy nexana 6ompinas kyda 6epectbl. Tspkesnble TOJICThIE MIACTYIIUHBI ObLTH
CJIOXEHBI TUIOTHOM cTomoi. [emaymka Censi, KOTOpPbIA ObUT MOCIEIHUM JETTSIPEM, BU-
JTMMO, HE YCIIeJl BBITHATh U3 HUX JIETOTh, 3aBOJ] 3aKPHUIM, a CaM OH OCJIEI Ha OJIMH IJa3.
MuHbKa TOK€e NPUILYPUJI OJIMH TJIa3 U OIJISIIeN OCTalIbHbIe MecTa. B ToM KOHIIe BUJIHE-
JIUCH JIEPEBSHHBIE HAPBI, YTO-TO BPOJE KPOBATH. A 4yTh MOOIMKE UMENCS CTOJ U CTOSI-
na TpeHora. Ha nepeBSsHHOM IIThIpE BUCEN KaKOW-TO OAIaXOH, Ha MOJIy BaIsIOCh MHOTO
JIPOB, Ja Ha Mojkax MuHbKa 0OHAPYKUJI KONTHUIIKY, ITyCTOM KOTEJIOK, YEeThIpE MOTHY-
TBIX JKEJIE3HBIX TBO3/ISI U1 PBAHOE PEIIETO.

3aBo/] ObLI COBEPILIEHHO 3a0pPOIIIEH.

«BoT ObI 371€Ch MTepeHOYEBATh...— MO yMal MHUHbKA U TOIIEI TPOBEPSTH IBEPHOMN
Kprodok.— Tosbko xyeda ¢ coboil HeTy...» Y1 MuHbKa BCIOMHUII, YTO €My JJABHO YXKe

X0YEeTCs €CTh.
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(Bcrpeua. JlecHoi nom. Yoopka. Onsats npomrpaguiincs!)

Cracuk HCKall CBOUX KOPOB IO BCEMY JIeCy, U CJIe3bl TEKJIU y Hero 1o miekam. OH B
OTYasTHUU OeXkaJl Mo JOPOXKKE, TO U JICJIO OCTaHABJIMUBAJICS, YTOOKI mochaymars. Ho Hu-
r7ie He OBLJIO CJIBIIITHO KOJIOKOJIOB.

Jlec 3aTuxain noj Beyep.

Cracuk, He MOMHS ce0si, ONsATh MmoOeXas. 3amHyJics, yrnail u O00JbHO YymHOCs O
kopHeBuIle. OH yke XOTeN 3apeBeTh, KaK BPYT YBUJIEN HA Tponke MHUHBKY.

— Munbkal

— Cracuk!

— beru crona, 4ero-to ckaxy, — 3aopaji MuHbKa.

Cracuk 6erom Opocuics K ApyTy.

— ThI yero cBoMX KOPOB pacmycTuia? — cTporo cupocusl Munbska. — bpoast rae
ona’o.

— OHu camu, — BUHOBaTO cka3zas Ctacuk. — A Tbl, MUHS, YAUTHh XOIUII?

— Hukro He xiroer, — MUHBbKAa NPUILLIICTIHYJ HA LIEKE Cpa3y TPEX KOMApOB. —
Iloiinem 3aBO1 HOTJISLTHM.

— Ilotinem! — obpamoBasnics Ctacuk. — A s Tebe rHE3/10 MOTOM MOKaxy. S rues3zo
Hauesn B niose. Tosbko crapoe... He xkuByT.

MuHbKa CHOBa OTKPBLI BOpOTa ACTTSIpHOro 3aBoja. OH pemml B3BecuTh CTacuka
Ha CTapbIX BECax, HO W3 3TOr0 HUYEro He BbIUIOo. OHM BMECTE C TPYJIOM 3aKaTHIIA Ha
BeChl OOJIBLIYIO JKene3Hyto rupro. OHa okazasnach Tsokeneit Cracuka.

— JlaBait XOTh ne4Ky 3aTONUM, — NPEIIOKWI MUHBKA, HO U3 3TOTO TOKE HAYETO
He BbIILI0. CIIUYEK HE 0KA3aJI0Ch.

— Hano 6561 yBenmmuuTensHOE CTEKIIO B3sTh,— cKa3aid CTacuk.



PeGsita Hanomanu no 60mbIoMy Oepe30BOMY BEHHKY, CIOXKHIIN JPOBAa U Hayalld
noaMeTaTh 3eMIIIHOM noil. TlogHsAIM cTobKO NbLIM, YTO MuHbKa uynxHyn. Ctacuk To-
K€ XOTEJ YNXHYTh, HO Y HETO IOYEMY-TO HE CTaJl0 yuxarbcs. MuHbKa cOerai ¢ KoTell-
KOM Ha OMYT, IPUHEC BOJBI JAJII MbIThS MeOeIu. 3a0HO NMPUXBATUI U OCTaBJICHHYIO
TaM yA04Ky. Jlocku crona v TpeHora ObUIM BCE HM3pe3aHbl U IOKPBITHI OyKBaMH.
«EBM», — nipounTtan CTacuk 1 10rajancs:

— EBnaxa! OT0 OH HaBbIpE3bIBAIL.

— I'nsam, rosiny, v Ha nBepsx!

Ha nBepsix Toxe kpacoBanach (haMuIns TPaKTOPUCTA.

— JIBepu otkpoit! — mpukazan Munbka. — UToOsI cBeTiieil 1 uToObI U36a coxia. A
py06axu cHuMeM. BOH TyT CKOJBKO caxwu!

Munbka u CTacuk CKMHYJM pyOalllkKu U MallKH, CHOBA MPUHSIIUCH 3a padoty. O0-
MEJIU CO CTEH MayTUHY, BBIMBUIM CTOJ U TpeHory. 1o ouepenu HECKOIbKO pa3 Oeraiu 3a
BOJIOM HA OMYT.

— Bcé€! — ckazan HakoHell MuHBKa U cenl Ha TpeHory. OH ITOJIOKUII HOTa Ha HOTY.
Cracuk ycesncs 3a CTOJI Ha CKaMelKe, Toxe Hora Ha HoTy. O0a ObUIM OYeHb JOBOJIbHBI U
CUJEIIH KaK JoMa.

W npaBa, B capae cTajo Yulle U JaXe Kak-TO YIOTHEE.

— Tonpko ecTb 0OUeHb X0ueTcs, — yHbUIO cka3an Cracuk. Munpka Beran. OH 1o-
Jie3 3a 1ie4b, B TEMHOTY, U JOJT0 TaM IbIXTEN, YTO-TO COOOpaxKasi.

— 3Haemrp 4T0...— MUHBKA BbUIE3 Ha CBET. — HHUKOMY HE CKakemb?

— He-e!

— IToGoxucs!

Cracuk HaOpan moOoJbIe BO3AYyXY, BBITYUHUII TJ1a3a U OBICTPO TPOTOBOPHIT:

— Ha none-nosnisine, Ha BBICOKOM KypraHe OrOHb MBIIIET, HUKTO HE CIBIIIUT, CI0-
BO-0JIOBO, YECTHOE MUOHEPCKOE, IIMJIAbI-KOBBUIAbI, MAYUKH, MSICHBIE KOJAYUKH, J10
Heba MblUIaeT, HUKTO He y3HaeT!

— CpemaeM TyT Haul JomM! — THXO0 Npou3Hec MHUHbBKA U OTJISIHYJICS.

— Tonop nmpuHecem, — 1menoTom ckaszan CTacuk.

— Coun ¥ ciyeK.

— Counb-u3yHel| B MoOJI€.

— A XoMyToBa BO3bMeEM?

— Bossmem. Tombko mycTh MOOOXKHUTCS, YTO HHUKOMY HE  CKaXeT.
PeGsrta 3amomyany.

— MuHb...— nporoopuit Ctacuk. — A HoueBatb? Toxe TyT?

Munbka HUYero He oTBeTui. OH 1ymal, cTapaTeabHO HaMOPILIUB JI0O.

Connne cagunock. OHO OUJI0 Tenepb NPsIMO B PACKPBIThIE JABEPH, OCBEIas 4ep-
HYIO 33]IHIOIO CTEHY.

— Musb...— Cracuk Bapyr nodemnen.— A KOPOBBI-TO....

— Hy u uyt0?— ckazan Munbka, HO npo cebst nmoayman: «Teneps oboum Gena.
[Tomaner. HaBepHoe, yxe B30yUKy Ha3HAYUII.

— Cpa3y tebe 1 peBeTh.

— Ja...— xupikan Cracuk.— Tebe uTo, KOpOB-TO HE THI... S MacTyX-ToO...

— bexum! Tonabko BopoTa 3ampem.



OnHu 3aKpbUIH BOPOTA, BOTKHYJU B MPOOOH 3aMOK U MOOEKATH Yepes JIeC YTO ObLIO0
CUJL.

— Croit, Ctacuk, He Tyna,— MuHbka octanoBuics. O6a rnepeBenu ayx.

— Tyna, Muns, tyna.

O6a npucnymamTuch, HO KOPOB HUTJIE HE OBLIO.

— Dta gopora JoMom?

— W »Ta nomon.

— 3Hauur, 00e TyJa.

ConHbIko ceno, ctano npoxiagHo. Komapsl 3akycanucs eie cuiibHel. Manbuu-
KM YK€ HE MOIJIM OeXaTh, KOTJa BIEPEIU MOKA3aJI0Ch MOJE U KPbIH JO0MOB. OKOJIO
Oropo/IoB 00a MPUTHYJINCH U HAaYalld TUXO moAdupaThes k aepeBHe. [locnennue meTps
MOJI3JIM MO-TUIACTYHCKU, MuHbKka Bnepenu, Ctacuk c3aau. HakoHenr oHM NMpUTHXIN B
TpaBe 3a CTapbIM KOJIOJLIEM.

[Tocpenu nepeBHu mymena XomytoBckas 0adka. KopoB Hurme He Ob110, HABEPHO,
UX YK€ 3aTHaJIM 10 IBOPaM.

Ox u pyranace xe 3ta KimroBuxa! OHa cTOsJIa Ha cepelMHe YJIULbl U Maxajia py-
KamH, Kak BopoHa. [IoToMy 4TO KOpOBBI-TO OcTayiuch rosoaHbie. [lo cioBam 0abku,
BBIXOJIUJIO, YTO OHHU, MOJHSIB CBOM XBOCTHI, UyTh JIU HE /10 00€/1a MPUCBUCTAIN B JIEPEB-
HI0. [ToTOM 3a0MTUCh B 3a0pOILIEHHYIO KOHIOIIHIO U BCE O OAHON MPOCTOSUIM 10 BEYe-
pa, octanuch He eBiM. U Bor KimoBuxa yectmna Cracuka modyem 3psi, a 320HO U OpH-
ragupa. [loromy yto Ctacuk ObUI CbIH OpUTraaupa.

— Ilarb Beap kimaccoB okoHumi! IIsaTe! — kpruuana 6abka npo Cracuka. — B nmo-
HEphl 3anucaH. Bech IE€Hb MPOCTOSUIM KOPOBYIIKA. MHOTO JIM HaZOSAT MOCIE TaKOW
nacTbOb1?

— Croii, He BbUIIA3B!— mnpomenTtan Munbka, nepras (Cracuka 3a pyKas.
OHu nexanu B Tpase, ciymaind. Bekope nmogonuia mare Ctacuka, cocenka JInis u Math
Munbku. OHM TOXe HavYalld 00Cy X AaTh MPOUCIIECTBUE.

— OH rae cam-10?

— Hery!

— W moero HeTy,— cka3ana Matb MUHBKH.

Munbke u CTacuKy CTajo BAPYT JI0 CJe3 XKajako camux ceds. Ecth oboum xore-
JIOCh TaK, YTO JaXXe r0JI0Ba KPYKUIaCh.

— Mumnb, naBaii BeiOekuM,— 1ienHyn Ctacuk, Ho MUHBKa OISITh IEPHYJI €ro 3a
pybaxy.

ITonwexan na «benapycu» EBnaxa, BbIIe3 U3 KaOMHBI U TOXE JaBail TOBOPUTH O
KopoBax. ToJIbKO M3-3a IIyMa TPAKTOpPa HUKOI'O HE CTaJO CJBIIIHO, Jaxke KmoBuxy. A
Korjaa nogomwen eme u orery Cracuka, To ecth Opuraaup, Ctacuk He Bbiaepxan. OH
BCKOUMJI M Y BCEX Ha TJla3axX YToO €CTh AyXy nmoOexan 1oMoil. MUHbKE MOCIIe 3TOTrO TOXKE
HUYEro HE OCTaBaoCh Aenarhk. He ciymas, uro kpuuut KiroBrxa, OH TOXE MPUITYCTHI
K CBOEMY JIOMY...

OH cxBaTuj B KyXHE€ JIOMOTb NMUPOTa, 3ajie3 Ha Me4Yb U ImpuTamicsi. MumMoxoaom
CMOJIOJ 3TOT MUPOT | cTal *AaTh. JKnuam, xaan, urto OyaeT nanbiie, 1 ycHyl. CoBceM
ITOJIY4YMIIOCH HEYASHHO, JaXKe CaM HE 0XKUJaj 3TOrO.
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(Con. Karbka apazuurcsa. Cyas0a XomyroBa. Onsates kanycra! Ha peke.)

MuHbKe CHUJIACh COJTHEYHAsl peuka U JIEeTTAPHBIA 3aBojl. MuHbKa ynui peiOy npsi-
MUKOM C KpbIM 3aBofa. OH BBITAIIMI OKYHSI, XOTeN NMoka3aTh CTacuKy, HO MpHIILIIA
0abka KitoBuxa, yToObl HacTerarb 00OOMX TO JIM BUIIEH, TO JIM KpanuBoid. MUHbKa 3a-
OpaJscsi Ha KpbIIIy M MOYEMY-TO OKa3ajcsl yKe He B Jiecy, a B JepeBHe. OH B3MaxHyJ
pyKaMu M MOJETeN Haja mojieM. AX, KaKk MPUATHO, KaK XOpowIo JeTeTs Hax nojem! Ilo-
TOM €MY CHUJIMCH KOPOBBI U JIYT, a Ha JIyT'y XOJWJI YYUTEIb 110 TPYAY U NPUPOJOBEIE-
Huto Cepreit MuxaitmoBny. OH OCTaBUII B TpaBe KOJIbIIIEK U cka3an: « Tyt Oyner nuo-
Hepyarepb». MUHBKA TOJIBKO XOTEJ 3a0UTh CBOM KOJIBILIEK, KaK BAPYT MpocHyJics. [a-
e 3JI0 B351J10, YTO HE YCIEl.

OH ciie3 ¢ ne4ky 1 00paoBaics: BUEpAlIHEE MPUKIIOUEHUE KOHYMIOCH OJ1aromno-
ayyHo. MaTp ynuia Ha ¢epMy B COCeHIO epeBHI0. Ha cTone crosuna »kapeHas Kap-
TOIIKA ¥ CTAKaH MOJIOKA.

CosHIle CBETHIIO B OKHA SIPKO U *KapKo. MUHbBKa BBIYUCTUI 3YObl, TOMBLICS Y PY-
KOMOMHUKa, OBICTPO Mo3aBTpaKai u nmooexan k CTacuky.

Tako# ObLIT COTHEUHBIN U NPEeKpacHbIil 1eHb! Hu 0BOJIOB, HU MyX, IOTOMY UTO Iy
Berep. KopoB maciu cerofHst apyrue, pedka CuHesna IoJ ropod Kak HOBeHbKas. Miw,
KyJla XO4Yelllb, TOJIbKO ObI OThICKaTh CTacuka.

Y MuHBKH Jaxe AyX 3aXBaTUJIO OT BCEro 3Toro. OH BCIIOMHUJI, KaK JETAJI BO CHE,
n nobexan k CracukoBy JoMy Tak, 4To pyOaxa c3aaud Haayldach OT BeTpa.
Cron! OcranoBka.

VY kppuiblia Ha oHOM Hore npsirana Karteka, cectpa Cracuka. OHa npeiraia u me-
Ja APA3HUJIKY:

Cracs-kapacs,

Hora otopBanacs;

ITomien KocuTs,

Hora Bucwur.

Karpka Obua crapiie cBoero Opara. OHa 3a0osenia OJHaXKIbI MPOCTYI0M U TOJ
npomyctuia. [IoaTtomy B mATOM Kilacce oHa yuriiack BMecte ¢ MuHbpkoi 1 CTacHKOM.

Cracs-kapacs,

Hora oropsanacs.

MuHbKa Moo11es 0JIuxKe U CIIPOCHIT:

— Ts1 wero npasaunbea?

— A 1e0e kakoe aeno?

— ITo30Bu Cracuka.

— A BOT ¥ HE TI030BY, BOT U HE N030BY. Cracs-kapacs, Hora oTopBajacs...

— VY camoii-To otopBanack. I'ne Ctacux?

— Hurnae, BOT.

Tyt Katbka paccepauna MunbKy erie 60Jbliie: oOHa ToKa3ana eMy TOJCTBIN Kpac-
HBIU SI3BIK.

— Ppikasi!— He BbITEpIIEI OH.



Katpka yxe nymana, yeM oTBETUTh MUHBKE, HO OBICTPO Y HEE HUYETO HE MPUAY-
MaJjocCh, a TyT-TO KakK pa3 u nosasuics CTacuk.

O6a HanpaBwIKCh 3a amOapsbl, nojaibiie oT Katbku.

— Hy? bruta y Te6s B30yuka?— crpocrs MUHBKA.

— He-e!

— A npo nom? Hukomy He ckazan? CTacuk moMOTall FOJIOBOW U MTPOU3HEC:

— Tonbko manke.

— Kosen!

— 51 Benb HEMHOXKKO... CKa3aJ1-To...

— Hemnoxko! 11 HeMHOXKO He HaJ0 ObL10.— MUHBKA CTald AymMaTh.— 3HACIllb
yero?

— Yero...

Katpka BbicyHynachk u3-3a yria. OHa xoTena NoACIylaTh, YTO TOBOPUIN MaJIbUH-
KU. MUHBKa OTBEPHYJICS.

Hakonen-to ona yoexarna!

MuHbKa 3a1yMyuBO HaOI0a1 32 obmakamMu. OHU MENJIEHHO JBUTAINCH MO0 CHUHE-
My HeOy. B TpaBe ryaenu mmenu.

— Ilownem Ha 3aBox?

— Ypa! — 3akpuuan Ctacuk.

— Tume! Bon onste BeicyHynack. Karbka, Tl pycCKUE CII0BA MOHUMAEIIb?

Kartpka 3anena «Cracro-kapacio» u yoexxaya OnsTh.

— Ilo6oxwuck, uto peBeTh He Oyaelb, — ckazan MuHbka. CTacuk NOO0XKHIICS, HO
BJIPYT B3JIOXHYJI:

— Wckatb OyayT...

— He Oynyrt. Ilycth nymaroT, uyto Mbl B nuoHepiarepe. [lomuums. Cepreit Mu-
xanunoBuy npuxoaun? Yai nun y JInnmHOM MaTepu.

— Hy?

— IlycTh OH 3a HaMH NPUXOJUJI. 3aMKUCHIBATH HA BTOPYIO CMEHY.

— Vx, Muns! A obenath kak?

— VX" HayIUM.

— Xneba ¢ co0oil BO3bMEM.

— A xapromku? Bon ckoabpko octanoch B ssme! Habepem prok3ak — u aifnia.

— JlaBaii eme XoMyToBa, — npemioxui Cracuk.

— Jagai. Ilomnu kK XoMyTOBY.

Y MuHBKHM XOTh OBUI OTEII, OH KHUJI B JIECTIPOMX03€ M MPUCHUTAN IeHBIU. Y XOMYy-
TOBa U Takoro He ObuTo. Jla 1 MaTh XOMYTOBa KUJIa T/IE-TO JAJIEKO-AalIeKO U CoJa He
e3nuia. Ero ¢ rpynHoro Bo3pacra BocnuThiBaia 6adka KiroBuxa. Kak : npuBesnu ma-
JIEHBKOTO, TaK 0oJibllle U HE YBO3WIH. Tenepr XOMyTOB BBIpOC, U 6abKa ero 4acTo py-
rana. 3a yro? OHa, MOXeT, U caMa He 3Haina. [IpaBna, yamiics-to XOMyTOB HEBAXHO,
€ro JJaxe OCTaBUJIM HA OCEHb MO pycckoMmy. TyT, KOHEYHO, OH caM BUHOBaT. Ho pa3Be
6a0ka 3a 310 ero pyraia?

Ceromnst OHa OMATH HE Jana XOMYTOBY Mocmarth. Pa30yania u Benesna mojxoTh Ka-
nycTy. XOMYyTOB MOEJ] MPOCTOKBAIIIY, IOTOM €My MPHUIILIOCh UJTU B oropo. baOka yxke
TyT. OHa HaJieNa Ha pyKy TOHKYIO PYKaBHUIly M TaK I0J0JIa KalycTy. XOMYyTOB HE 3aX0-
TEJI JIETOM B PYKaBUIIE, TO3TOMY Cpa3y 00Kercs KparuBOu.



['psinka 6pwa anuuHIONIAasA. CTano xapko, 1 XOMYTOBY 3aXOTENIOCh KyHaThCsl, eIl
OonbIe XxoTenock eMy kK Munbke u CTacuky.

— bab, nmycTu KynaThcs, — KaHIOUUJI OH.

— Jleno caenait n1a u 6exH, — CIOKOMHO CKa3zaja Oadka.

«Taxkyro rpsiaKy u 10 Beuepa He IPONOJIEHIb»,— MOyMaJoCh XOMYTOBY.

OH omsATh Hayaj Jepratb COPHYIO TpaBy U Opocath ee B 6opo3ay. Komouek cyxoii
3eMJIM yHall OpsiMO 101 HOC. XOMYTOB OIJIsiHyJICs. MuHbKa 1 CTaCHK BBITJISIABIBAIN W3-
3a Oropojia v JeNajii eMy 3HAKH.

— Onmnsate BB, Oycypmanbl? — cpa3y 3akpuyana KiroBuxa.— Ceifuac ymm-To
HaJepy.

— JlaBaii moMo>xem, OHa €ro u OTIyCTUT, — IIenHyJ1 MuHbka CTacuky.

— M1, 6a0ymika, Toxxe Oyaem! — kpukHys Cracuk. KimtoBrxa pa3ornysia ropoa-
Tyto criuHy. OHa He OXuAaia Takoro ooopora.

— JlagHo yx... I u cama BoInoto. [lycTh OEXKUT.

— Her, mbI cienaem! — MuHbBKa yXe niepese3ai Oropo.

— TonbKo paccamy-To HE BblIepruBaiTe, — cka3aja 0alka.

Omna ObL1a OYEHb JJOBOJIBHA.

Musnbka pazaenuin XOMyTOBCKYIO IPSJIKY Ha TPY PaBHBIE YACTU M HA4Yall MMOJIOTh C
ogHoro koHua. Cracuk u XoMyToB — C Apyroro. OHM IOJIOJIM KaIlycTy OOJIbLIE 4Yaca,
HaKOHEIl TIOCIIeHSIA KpanMBUHA TojieTena B 00po3ay! PoBHBIE KayCTHBIE PSJIKU 3€Tie-
HEeJY Ha YepHoU cBexel 3emie. baOka normsiena padoTy U moxBajiuia;

— Bot n006po. Jkue monoausl! Hy, 6erute, 6erure...

Munbka, CTacuk 1 XOMYTOB IPUITYCTHIIH K PEUKE.

XOMYTOB YK€ Hauall Ha XOAYy CHUMATh IITaHbl, HO MUHBKA OCTAaHOBHWJICS U CKa3all:

— 3Haenb 4ero?

XOMYTOB HAYETO HE 3HAIL.

— Iloitaemib ¢ HaMu KUTh?— crpocusi MuHbKa, HO XOMYyTOB MOJI4aJl, HACYIUB-
mck. OH BoOOIIIE HE TIOOUIT TOBOPUTb.

— Kyna?

— B niec. Ha nertsapHsiit 3aBog.

— Hy, noliny,— cka3ain XOMyTOB.

— [1o60kHCh, YTO HUKOMY HE CKaXKelllb!

— Ha none-nosnisine, Ha BEICOKOM KypraHe€ OrOHb MbIIIET, HUKTO HE CIBIIINT, CI0-
BO-0JIOBO, YECTHOE MHUOHEPCKOE, IIHIIbI-KOBBUIAbI, TAYMKH, MACHBIE KOJAYUKH...

XoMyTOB cOuJics, U MUHBKa BeJied €My MPOTrOBOPUTH ATY KISATBY elie pas. ToabKo
MOCJIE ATOTO BCE TPOE OMATh MOOEkKAIH K PEKeE.
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(ITouemy npuxoaurcs Bpath? IlepBbie HeoxknaanHocTu. HoBoceube.)

[Ipexne yem mpeIrath B BOAY, MUHBKA OCTA U3 KapMaHa CAMOIIMCKY | JINCTOK B
KJIeTOUKY. [100KMI TMCTOK Ha TIIaIKMI KAaMEHb U Ha4daJl 3aliChIBaTh:

— Opun Tomnop. Yay.

— Hoxwuk,— noackazan Cracuk.



— Hoxuk,— 3anucan Munska.— Kapromka. Eme yero? Xne6a Hago wnu nupo-
roB. Ctacuk, y Te0sl proK3aK ecTh?

— Ecrtb.

— S cBOM BO3BMY J1a ThI CBOM. B 0JIMH HakIaaeM KapTOIIKU. A Thl, XOMYTOB, Ye-
IO BO3bMEIIIb?

— CymKky.

— JlaBaii, Cracuk, Hecu prok3ak! Kapromiky cpa3y Hanoxkum. Tosibko cMOTpH,
YTOOBI HE YBUJICIIH.

— He. 4 ceituac...

Cracuk B ogHUX Tpycax yOexkan momoil. MuHbka 1 XOMYTOB OTIIPABHIINCH K
sMaM, /i€ XpaHWJIach KapToliKa. SIMbI ObLIN C/IeTIaHbl HA BBICOKOM MPUTOPKE, KaK pa3 y
peuKH, CTOsUTM ToApsiA. MuHbka Haien cBoro. /[Bepiia cpyba Oblia He 3aKpbITa, pedsita
MPOUIMBITHYJIM B HE€. MUHBKA OTKPBUI JIFOK U 3arjsiHyJl B TEMHOTY. OTTyZa TSHYJIO XO-
nojoM, naxyo 3emieit. [Ipubexan ¢ prokzakom Cracuk, 1 MuHbBKa 1O JIECEHKE Cpazy
e CIIyCTWIICA B TeMHbIN morpe6. OH B3Aporuyi1. YTo-To XOJIOAHOE, KUBOE U CKOJIB3KOE
KOCHYJIOCh 00COM HOTHM. MUHBKA OTCKOYHII:

— Jlaryxa npotuBHas... JlaBaii prok3ak! Ctacuk 1 XOMyTOB OIYCTHIINCH B JIFOK.

— BriOupaii... koTopas He THUJAS.

— MuHb, a 310 yero? — ucmyraicsi Cracuk.

— ['HuymKy ropsr.

— ¥Y-y! Kpacuso. A dero onu ropsr?

— He 3Haro.

I'openo uyTh au He 1enoe OpeBHO. IIpocTo monbixano GECHIyMHBIM U3YMPYIHBIM
oraem. [lonpoGoBanu OTKOIYMHYTh — HE MOJTYYUIIOCH.

— JlagHo, mpuaem nocnie, — cka3an MuHbKa.

BTpoem oHu ObicTpo HaOpanu prok3ak KapTONIKU. BeIBOJIOKIM HaBEpX.

— MuHnb, a kak? — 3a0ecnokomicsa CTacuk.— YBUIAT BEb...

— He yBuasat. Mbl 1o onHomy, B nosie. [Ipornonsem Boas oropoja, a mocie cooe-
pemMcs. Y 0TBOpOTa, B KyCTax.

Tonbko Tenepp MUHBKA pa3peIni BbIKYIaTbCS.

Bona 6p1a He oyeHb-TO Terias. Oco0eHHO cHadana. MUHbBKA HBIPHYJ U JIOJITO C
OTKPBITBIMHU TJIa3amMH Ten moj Boaou. ComHile croysdamMy MmpoOHUpaioch B PEUHYIO
ri1yOb, B BOJIC CTEOJIH JTUJIUI U IpyTHE BOAOPOCIN Ka3aIuCh OUYEHb TOJICTHIMHU.

— Y$d! — Munbka BeIHBIpHYI. — ['11€ BbI?

Cracuk u XOMYyTOB TOJIKQJUCh B BOJIC, CTAPAsICh CIIUXHYTh APYT APYXKKY B TITy0O-
KO€ MECTO.

— Bpuiesail! — mnpukazan Munbka. — COJIHBIIIKO BOH YK KaK MOJHSJIOCK.

COJHBIIIKO U BOPSIMb BOPOTHJIO Onmxke K obeny, a TyT y XOMyTOBa HaOpajaoch
MOJHOE yXO BOJbl. MuHbKa 1 CTacuk BeJiesd €My JIeYb Ha TpaBy, B3sUJIM 34 HOTH, IIPHU-
MOJHSIN U IOTPSICIIN.

— Bpumnace?

XomyToB Monyan. EMy Henb3st ObLIO TOBOPUTH, TaK KaK OH BHUCEJ BHU3 T'OJIOBOM.
Ho kak ToJIbKO OH BCTajJ Ha HOTH, BOJIA U3 yXa BbUIWJIACH.

— Temneps Bce.

Ho y Cracuka B yxe Toxe oka3anachk Bojaa. [[punuioce TpsiCTH U 3TOTO.



— He Hano 06110 yXu-TO pacKkpbiBaTh! — paccepauics MuHbKa.

Hakonen Bce ObU1M 0/1€Thl. Pacipenenuinm, KoMy 4TO IPUHECTH, U Ha3HAYMIIA 00-
muii coop B moJe, 3a 00JIbIIMM KaMHeM. MUHBKa CTpOro-HacTpOro Hakasza, 4YToObl HE
ONa3JbIBAJIM U HA TJIa3a HUKOMY HE MOKa3bIBAIMCh. OH MOTAIIWII PIOK3aK C KAPTOLIKOW
nomoil. OH HUKaK HE pacCUYMTHIBAJL, YTO MATh KaK pa3 OKaxkeTcs aomal

YBUAEB €ro ¢ prOK3aKOM, OHa Ja)e paciBesia BCs:

— Oi1, Muns, Mononen-To kakou! ¥ Hac KapTolika-TO Kak pa3 KOHYWJIACh. ITO
yeil memok y teos? I'ne B3su1?

MuHbKa HEXOTsI OOBSICHUII, YTO B3sUI prok3ak y Cracuka. A Jaiblie OnsTh MPUXO-
JWIIOCH BpaTh. bonbIiie Bcero B kM3HU MuUHbBKa He JIIOOUI BpaTh, HO YTO OBLIO J€TaTh?
MaTh B3sUIa Y HETO PIOK3aK U CKaszania:

— JlaBail s KapTOLIKY-TO BBICHIILIIO B OOJIbIIYIO KOP3HHY, & MEIIOK Thl YHECH, OT-
nau, y Koro B3sj1. Bapyr nonagoourcs.

— JlagHo,— OypkHyn B cepanax Munbpka. MaTh BbICHIIIANa U3 PrOK3aKa BCE CO-
TEPKAMOE.

«3X, Mjakaja Halla KapToueyka,— nogyMmai Munbka.— XOTbh Obl HE BCIO BBICHI-
ranay.

Matp nokasana, rie 1 4To JIeXKUT U3 enpl. [lorom B3siia rpabiu u yuuia B Oropoj
LIEBEIUTH CEHO.

MunbKka oTpe3ain oT OyXaHKH IOJIOBHUHY U MOTJISAAEN Ha KOP3UHY C KapTOXOi.

«lITyk necstb MOXKHO,— TOAyMall OH,— a TO W ABajauarh. Her, mydiie nBaguarth
OJIHY, 110 CEMb IITYK Ha KaXKOT0».

OH oTcuuTan ABaALATH OJHY KapTO(EInHy U MOJIOKWI B prok3ak. Jlaxe myume! A
TO HE XBaTWiIO Obl MecTa xJjie0y. OH MpPUXBATUI €lIe U CBOW MyCTOW PIOK3aK, YTOObI
Cracuk MOJI0KUII B HETO MAJIEHbKUI TOMOPHK, MTUPOT U JTYK.

Bce 6b110 TOTOBO. Temnepb Obl He3aMeTHO TPOOPATHCS B MOJIE K OOIBIIIOMY KaMHIO.
Cracuk u XOMyTOB, MOXKET, YK€ XIyT, a MUHBKA HE JIFOOMII OBITh TOCIETHUM. TOJIBKO
on1 KaTtbka He yBuzena.

Ha ynuue — #u nymm. OMH NeTyX pasryJmuBal 1o TpaBe. MUHbKA CHTaHyJl 4Yepe3
KaHaBy B noisie. «Bnepen, Bnepen, maraii cmenee!» — mnpo cedst, MbICIEHHO, TIOBTOPSII
OH, XOT TO U JI€JIO PUXOAUIIOCH HE [IaraTh, a MOJ3TH 110 TPaBE.

On ycrtan u Bcrnoren. Jlobpasicst 40 kaMHsl, 3aMacKUpPOBAJICS B TpaBe U BAPYT YBU-
nen XomytoBa u Cracuka.

O06a CroKOMHO BO BECh POCT BBIIIATMBAJIM 110 JIOPOTEe U pa3roBapuBajId TPOMKUMU
rojjocamu. OAWH TalU TOMOP W JBa My4YKa JYKY, Ipyroil cymky. /laBHO 3a0bLamu 00-
U yTOBOp, UAYT HA BUAY Y BCEU IEPEBHU U XOTh Obl 4TO. MUHBKA IPOMKO 3allIeNTal:
«Jloxuce!» He capimiat. Bot 6ap6ockl! Beps uM nocie 3toro...

— B&I yero takuve YMH-YMHUCTHIE?— BCKOYMI MUHbKAa.— YTOBOP-TO re?

— M1 HUYero,— ckaszan CTacMK M OCTaHOBWJICS. XOMYTOB TOXKE€ OCTAaHOBWIICS U
CKa3ai:

— MpbI HHUUETO.

— OX BBL...

MuHBKa Tak paccepAauiics, 4TO HE CIIPOCHII J1ake, YTo y XOMyTOBa B CyMke. Moi-
ya o1k CTacMKOBY MOKJIaXy U nouuiy. Bee Tpoe Tonbko neixtend. OBoabl Halle-
TaJu Ha HUX, KyCAJIUCh U JIE3JIM BO Bce MecTa. Jlaxke B KapMaHbl. «ITO €Ille 4To,— I0-



ayman Munbka, korga obuaa npouuia.— A KakoBo KopoBaM ceituac? U mepuny. Y Hux
HU IITaHOB, HU py0ax, Kycall CKoJbKO Xoueub». OH BCIIOMHWI, Kak 0aOka KitoBuxa
Ma3aja CBOK KOPOBY JIEITEM, UTOOBI OBOJIbI MEHBIIIE KyCcalUCh. «BOT BO3pbMEM U Haro-
HUM JETTI0,— ayMail Munbpka.— [IoMakeM KOpOB U MEpHHA, Cpa3y UM CTAHET JIErde».

Bce Cpasy  BCIIOTEJH, B necy  Obulo Kapko, 0€3BETPEHHO.
He noxoxns no 3aBoja MeTpoB JBaaunarh, MuHbka nojaHsl nauen. Pebsta 3aTtawin abl-
xaHue. Kto-to paccmesuics y peuku Ha 6epery. Mnu nocnslmanocs? MuHbKa 3HaKaMH
Benen Ctacuky 1 XOMYyTOBY 3ajieyb B TpaBy 3a KyctaMu. Cam Havall MOAKPaabIBATHCS K
O6epery. OH OCTOPOKHO Pa3ABHHYJN KYCThl M JaXe Tja3a BBIMYYWUI OT YIUBJIICHHS.
Ha Gepery cTosin u KpyTWiI COUHHHUHT y4uTens 1no tpyay Cepreir Muxaitnosud. Psgom
Ha KaMHE CHJIENIa ¥ ITI0YEMY-TO cMmesnach Jlnms.

Yro Ob1o genarb? Cepreid MuxaillioBUd KpyTWJ KaTyIIKy CIMHHHUHTA. MHUHBbKa
BHUJEN, KAK OH BBIBOJIOK M3 OMYTA LEIBIN IMTy4OK BOJAOPOCIEH. JIMIIS onsiTh paccMesinach.
«Yero onu TyTr? — moxyman Munbka.— HaBepHo, ppIOy NpulUIM JIOBUTHY». MUHBKa
IIpocTo He 3Hal, 4To Aenatb. Ho Tyt Cepreit MuxailyioBuy cia0Kuil CIMHHUHT. OH B35
u3 Tpasbl JIminHE 00COHOXKKM U mojan e. O6a nouuid. Belum oHM Ha TPONKY, U y
MUHBKH 3aX0JIOHYJIO MOJ Joxkeukoil. [1Inu-To oHM Kak pa3 Tyna, rIe JIeKalu B TpaBe
Cracuk n XomyTtoB! MuHbKa Tak u ceexwics. Beé! Her, mponutn, H1 0qHOrO He 3ame-
TUIU. MUHBKA [TOA0XKAAJI, TOKAa OHU HE YIUIX €LIE AAJIBIIE, U MOJCKOYWII K IPY3bsM:

— Bunenu?

— He-e, — menorom ckaszan Cracuk. — S qymai, MeaBenb. XOMyTOB MOJIYAIL.

— A k10 310 OBLT? — cnpocun Ctacuk. — Moxer, Jocu?

— JlagHo, monnm, — cka3an Munbka u fooaswmi: — Ha o0Oen.

Korna oTkpbn aBEpH, pas3ioKUIn €y U BCE TPOE PACCEIUCH 3a CTOJIOM, MHUHBKA
crpocun Cracuka:

— Cracuk, a JIuns HeBecra?

— He-e! JIung razetnuna. OHa 1OYTy HOCHT.

— 3Haro, 4TO HOCUT, — paccepAniics MUHbKa U BBITAIIMII U3 KapMaHa CKJIaAHOU
HOXKHK.

XOMyTOB OTKpbUI cBOIO CyMKy. Korna 6a0ka y3Hana, 4TO OH HJET B Jlarepb, OHa
HaJIOKUJIA EMY LIENYI0 Ky4dy MHPOroB. MUHBKa CKa3all:

— IloenuMm cHavyaia HEMHOTO. A BEY4EPOM MMUPOBATH.

— VYpa! — 3akpuuan Ctacuk.

— TonbKo HaO MPUTOTOBUTH, 1€ CHATh.

— W BOJBI IPUHECTH.

— JIpoB HaJIOMAaTsk.

— Emie priObl HA cyn! — cka3an HaKoHel U XOMYTOB, KOTOPBIA BCE BpeMsI MOJI-
qal.

— Ha yxy. Cym 310 kxoraa msco.

— Eme rpuboB HauckaTh!

— Ileus ucronuts, — go06aBua CTacuk.

— A rre Tyaner Oyner? — cnpocust XomyToB. U 3akunena y Hux padora...
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(KaTtunsbl 3200T1hI1. I'1e :xe Ctacuk? BeyepHue pa3roBopsbl.)

He 3pss Munbka ee Oosuics! Ona eie yrpom nojicMoTpena cHadana Cracuka, mo-
toM XomyTtoBa. Koraa Cracuk B3si1 y OTLA U3 capailki MaJ€HbKHI TOMOPHUK, a U3 IIKa-
(da yBeIUYUTEIHbHOE CTEKIIO OT U3JIOMaHHOTO MPOEKIIMOHHOTO (POHAaps, el coBceM cTa-
JI0 HEBMOTOTY.

Kyna onu cobupanuce?

Katbka cnpsranace 3a KpanuBy M yBHJIEa, Kak XOMYTOB TOXe yOexain B moye. Y
HEro B pyke Obljia Kakas-To CyMKa.

«ITO OHM KAPTOIIKY M€4b, — Cpa3y J0rajajgach oHa. — TOJIBKO YEero B CyMKY-TO
TaK MHOTO HAJIOXKEHO?»

[locne obena KaTpka mompsirana Ha OJHOM HOre, MOMIpana B KyKJbl, U TYT €
OISITh CTAJI0 OYEHb CKy4HO. «Ilokay, moiiny mo KOpoKKe U Haiixy! — pemmia oHa. —
Bor, Bce paBHO y3Har0, 4€TO OHU JEJIAKOT.

N Karpka noma. B mone 0110 Beceno. A BOT B JieCy CTalo cTpamHoBato. Jlec
mymen. Co Bcex cropoH Karbke criplianuch Kakue-To 3ByKH U IOpoxH. OHa 4yTh He
riakana. Ho Bce mma u nuta. CocHbl mymenu. Kakas-to O6omplnas NTuila Tak ee Hary-
rana, yto Karbka gaxe 3axmypuiiach. JleBouka ctapanach HE JymMaTh PO MEABES, HO
yeMm OoJIbllle cTapajlachk HE TymarTbh, TeM Oouiblie AyMainochk. /lopora craHOBHIIaCh BCE
xyxe. Bee daie nonaganuch Ha myTH KOpsru U Jyxu. [lorom gopora BoBce KyAa-To
nponana. Karbke cTano crpamHo, Be3ae Obula yaiioba, Jiec 3alliyMen €lle CHIIbHEE.
Bnapyr ona ycaeimana xpycer Betok u yBuaena Jlvwmo. 1lozangn men Ceprenn Muxaiino-
BUY.

— Kars! — ynuBunace JIuns.— Tel kak TyT okazanach?

— Cwmortpu, 3abnyaunibes,— ckazan Cepreit Muxaitnosud, nojaxoss onuxe.— Ilo
SITOJIBI, YTO JIN?

— Ilo sirozpl...— HecMeno ckazaina AeBouka. OHa Tak oOpasoBaiach, UTo 3a0blia,
KyJla ¥ 3a4eM XOJuJa.

— Tloitnem-ka obparno,— Jlunsa B3suta Kateky 3a pyky.— bonbHO ganeko 3a0pe-
na.

B nosie Cepreit MuxaitsioBud mo4emMy-To OCTAaHOBHJICA M €€ Ha TpaBy. TyT OueHb
3aX0TeNOoCh NUTh, U KaTtpka nornsiaena Ha Jlumo.

— Hy Oeru, 6eru,— ckazana Jluns.— ToabKo B Jiec 07Ha HE XOJIH.

JlepeBHs Obuia BuaHa, 1 KaTbka mobekana gomoid. Jloma oHa BbINUJIAa 4yTh HE Ii€-
JBIA KOBLIMK BOJBI M OISATH 3aX0OTeja B JIEC, HO BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO OYeHb ycrana. Jla u
HOTH Y€CaJIUCh OT JIeCHOM KpanuBbl. OHa B3si1a U3 mIKada Yaiiky CMeTaHbl U TomMaszaa.
3aonHo monmzana HeMHOXKo. Horu nponutu. Tyt Katbke Bapyr 3axoTenoch KOHQET.
Kondersl nexanu B gpyrom mkady. OHa noacraBuia CTyl, 10CTana OJHY MOIYIICUKY
Y BBICKOYMJIA HA KPBUIBIIO.

He6o0 cuneno Hax kpbiiamu. B mose kpuvanu rajuku, a Ha U3rOpOAH CHAET BOPO-
Oeil. OH nepkaji B KIIIOBE KaKHE-TO MEPBIIIKH, KOTOPbIE TopUaiu B 00e cTopoHbl. OT
ATOTO BOpOOEH ObLT MOX0XK HAa KOTA, TOJIHKO MaJICHBKHA.

Tak HE3aMeTHO mpoliel Bech JAeHb, KaTbka oueHp ycrana. OHa mpuiieria 3a nika-
¢dbom, uyToOBI XK AaTh MaTh J1O0 oTa. JKnamna, xaana u He3aMeTHO 3akpbuia rinasza. Koraa



MPUIIUIM B3pOCibIe, €l TOYEMY-TO HE 3aX0TEN0Ch BCTaBaTh. KaTbKa ciiplana, Kak Mmama
CTaBWJIa caMOBap U J0CcTaBaia U3 mkada 4aiHylo Mocyay, Kak pa3roBapupala.

— A rne Hama KatepuHa?— cripocuil namna, Kor/ia BBIMbLI Y PYKOMOWHHUKA PYKHU.

— YcHyna,— cka3zajia MaMa,— JlaBaif He OynieM Oynuth. [lycTh cniuT.

«Hwuuero s He crumto! — ckaszana Karbka cama cebe.— S npocto Tak nexy». Tyt
OHa pelIniia elle pa3oK MOCMOTPETh BOPOObs ¢ mepbllikamMu BO pTy. OHa BbINUIA Ha
KPBUIBLIO, @ Ha KPBUIbIE OKA3aJIOCh HE KPBUIBIO, a OOJIbIask JECTHUIIA, a BHU3Y TEKJIa
peuka, u Katpka noserena Haj 3TOM PEYKOM.

AXx, Kak xopouio ObUIO JIETeTh HaJ 3ToW peukoi! OHa yerena Aajibllie U Jajiblie,
HO B TO K€ BpeMs ClIbIIIaJIa, YTO TOBOPWIM B3pocible. [lana cripocuit y Mambl, moyeMy
HeT noMa Cracuka, a Mama ckasana, uto Buzena Kimosuxy. KintoBruxa ropopuiia eif, 4to
oTnpaBuwia XOMYyTOBa B MUOHEPJIArepb, YTO MPUXOJUI YUYUTEIb U BCEX TPOHUX, B TOM
yuciie Ctacnka 1 MUHBKY, OH YBEII B LIKOIY, TAE€ pa3Melaicsa JETHUN MTUOHEPIarephb.
«HemnpaBna, HenpaBaa!» — 3akpuyana Kateka, HO rojioc y Hee OblT TaKOM TUXUIl, KaK y
koMapa. Hu nana, Hu Mmama, HU MaTh MUHBKH, KOTOpas IpHILLIa UICKaTb MUHBKY, HAYE-
ro He pacciubimianyd. OHU TPOIOJIKAIN pa3roBapyuBaTh, HO UX I'OJIOCA TOKE CTAHOBUIIUCH
BCE€ THIIE U BCE HENOHSTHEE.

Teneps KaTpka naxe He jierena U HUYEro HE AyMalla, TaK KPEIKO OHAa YCHYJIA 3a
mkadoM Ha JepEeBSIHHON KPOBATH.
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(epsBsiii ciucok. be3 kocrpa. KomapuHasi HoOUb.)

TeM BpeMeHEM B Je€Cy, HA JETTAPHOM 3aBoje, MuHbka, Ctacuk 1 XOMYTOB TOXeE
yCTaJu, Ja TaK, 4YTO PELINJIM CErOAHS HE MUPOBaTh. ¥YKEe CaIMJIOCh COJHBIIIKO. BepHee,
OHO 3aKaTWJIOCHh 3a COCHbI. Hauanu KycaTbcs nepBble NPOTUBHBIE KOMAPHI.

Munbka 00bsBUI niepepbiB. OH OTJIsAENCS BOKPYT, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETh, YTO CHe-
JIAHO.

— Cracuk, re y Te0s terpaaka’?

— B memke.

— A pyuka?

Cracuk octan TeTpaaKy, aBTOPYUKY U CTall KIaTh.

— 3anuceiBail, — cka3an MunbKka, — MbI ¢ XOMYTOBBIM OyzieM TeOE TUKTOBATH.

[Tpumnm. Yucno xakoe?
Bce 3a0b111, Kakoe 4nciio, HU OJIMH HE MOT BCTIOMHUT.
— JlagHo, moctaBuMm nocie. [Tpunum. 3anucan?
— 3anucai, — cka3aja CTacuk.
— Teneps nycTh XOMYTOB I'OBOPUT.
— Iloenu, — ckazaim XoMyTOB.
— IIpunecnu Boasl, — ckazan Cracuk.
— Jpos.
— Y aunu peioy.
— Cnenanu ABa BEHUKA.
— IMoamenu B u36e.
— PaszopBayn mraHsl.



— Croii! — Munbka ocranoBu Cracuka.— I[Ipo mrTaHel B Ipyroi CMcoK.

— B kakoi?

— B oco0s1it. Uto ertie 3a0b01H?

— He nupoBain u yxy He Bapwid,— THXO0 cka3an Cracuk OH B3AOXHYJI U 3aKpbLI
TeTpaaKy. MuHbKa BAPYr BCKOUMI U mocMoTpesl Ha He0o. COJHBIIIKO ele npoouBa-
JIOCh CKBO3b BETKHU JIEPEBBEB.

— Ox! A kocrep-to? Hecu ckopee yBenuuutenbHoe! CTacuk 6eroM mpuHec JIymy.

MuHBKa yKe Jep>Kall HArOTOBE CYXYI0 O€pECTUHKY. Y BbI, COJIHBIIIKA B TOM MECTE,
/1€ XOTEJIM Pa3Kedb OrOHb, YK€ HE ObLIO.

— bexxum! 3abupaii npoa u 0exxum! — MuHbKa OpOCHIIS Ha TalbHUK KOHEI] MO-
nsabl. Tam eme cBeTuio comHbimko. OH ObICTPO HaBen Ha O6epecty dokyc. Ha manensb-
KO€ CBETJIOE MSTHBIIIKO CIIOKOMHO yCeNNach Kakasi-TO KYKeIula.

— 3apasa!l — BeIpyranca Munska.— Eif mouemy He kapko?

Kyxenuuy nporHanu u ctaiu xaatb. Ho yem Oosblue kaamu, TeM HUXKE caau-
J0Ch CONHBIMKO. bepecta He 3aropanace. OHa nake He 3aapIMuiIach. MUHbBKA B cepa-
11ax OpOCHJI €e B CTOPOHY.

— Bce. Onospaim. Connsiko ene remioe. CoBceM NoTyXJIO.

— Tenepp npuaercs 10 3aBTpa x1aTh,— ckazan Cracuk.— OX Mbl, Aypaku! Hano
OBbLIO U CIIMYEK B3STh.

— PBIOBI-TO BCe paBHO HET Ha yXy, — CKa3aJl XOMYTOB.

— Ilonumm, — npukazan MuHbKa.

— Kyna?

— Iloeaum nupora — u cnare.

Bce tpoe ene 6penu ot ycranoctu. CousHile ceno. OT peku Hayajd MOJHUMATHCS
tymaH. Crasno npoxnaaHo. Komapbl HajmeTenu Ha MallbuulIeKk Iesnod Tydeil. Pebsita
IJIOTHO 3aKpbUIM JBEPH U 3alepiiich Ha Kprovok. B capae ctano temHo. Cenu Ha Haphbl.
Ha Hapax niexano mpoluioroJHee CEHO, HaTaCKaHHOE OT KOJIXO3HOro crtora. CeHo Ky-
canoch, Komapbl Toke. OHM, 3TH KOMaphl, IPOHUKAJIH, HABEPHOE, B JIBEPHBIE U OKOH-
HBIE ILETH.

Koraa Cracuk cben CBOKO NOPLHUIO, TO CHPOCHUII:

— MosxHo 100aBKu?

— W mHe, — cka3an XOMyTOB.

MuHbKe TOXKE XOTEJIOCh €CTh, U OHU PA3ACIWIN HA TPOUX elle OJAUH OaOKHUH IMH-
por.

— MuHb, a mpaBaa, YTO paHbLIE PYCAIKW XWIA B peke? — cupocusl CTacuk.
Munbka He orBeTma. OH aymai. ['ma3za y Hero 3akpbIBalCh OT YCTAJIOCTH, HO OH BCE
paBHO ayMail. Bot yTo oH ayman: «Mbl cuauM B KpenocTu. Tpu IyTelecTBeHHUKA 3a-
CeJIM B KPEMOCTH M KIAYT yTpa, a KPyrOM HENpOXOAUMBINA Jiec. Be3ae phickatoT aukue
3Bepu. OTHOMY KOMY-HUOYIb HAJIO IEKYPUTh U OXPAHATH KPEIIOCTh.

B necy rpomko 3akpryana kakas-To nTuna. Bee tpoe B3aporuynu.

— Munb, a Munb,— 3amenTai Ctacuk.— ThI clibiman?

— Tume! Oto punun neraer.

— A yero oH Jieraer?

— He 3nHa10, — 4yecTHO npu3Hancs MuHbKa.

— HasepHo, Hac nmer,— cka3ain XOMyTOB.



— He Bpu! Tak MbI eMy U HY>KHBL.

B TeMHOM OKolIKE OeclIyMHO CBEPKHYJ OTOJIECK AajibHEN 3apHMIBI. Betep mpo-
mryMen 1o jecy. M cHoBa Bce 3aTuxii0. MHUHBKA J0JTr0 MPUCIIYIIMBAJICS K HOYHON TH-
muHe. CTacuK Jiexan B cepeluHe, XOMYTOB Y CTEHBI, U 00a, HABEpHOE, yXKe crayiu. 3a-
3BEHEN KOMap, IPpUYEM OKOJIO caMoro Hoca. MuHbBKa HUIENHYJ, HO He noiMai. Iltuna
OISITh 3aKpHyaja, HO €€ KpUK MoKa3aiacsi MuHbKe NajnekuM-najiekuM. MHUHBKA BCIIOM-
HWI, 4YTO BCE TPOE JIETJIM, HE CHUMAasi OOTMHOK M KypToueK. O4HYThCS, 4TOOBI HOMpa-
BUTH N0, OH HE CyMEIL PebGsTa YCHYIIU.

* * *

[Tox yTpo cTano coBCEM XOJIOAHO, a KOMapoOB HAaOpPaJOCh WITYK CTO, & MOXET, U
nBecTH. Bce oHU seTanu, KUIaJIuch Ha TOJbIE MECTa, Kycalluch. MUHBKA TO U JI€JIO BO-
podalics, HO YTPOM 3aCHYJ O4eHb Kpenko. OH mpoOyauics OT SPKOTO TOHKOTO COJTHEY-
HOTO JIyda, KOTOphIM Owia B JABIPKY TMOJ  Kpblmiedl. MuHbKa  BCKOYMJL.
3a CTEHOM B JIECy OIIYLIMTEIbHO, Ha BCE JIaJbl neiu nTullbl. KykoBana KyKyIika, CBU-
CTEJIM CHHMIBI, Bepelanu aApo3abl. [Iuianu, BEICBUCTHIBAIM, CTPEKOTAIN U LIEIKAIN
Ipyrue, enie Hen3BeCcTHbie MUHbKE NITUYKHU, HO BCEX CHIIBHEE MEJIa Y PEKU COJIOBBUXA.
OnHa mepexiInKazach C COJOBbEM, 00a TO IIEIKaId, TO YMOKAIM U Kypyald CBOUMH
IPOMKHMH T'OJI0CAMHU.

«Cracuk, XoMyTOB!» — XOT€J KPpUKHYTh MUHBKA U HE KPUKHYJI, IOTOMY YTO Ps-
I0M Jexa U CJIAJIKO cnan TOJIBKO OJIUH Cracuk.
XoMyTOBa y CTEHKH HE ObUT10. MuHBKa OBICTPO pacraxHya BopoTa u pa3oynun Cracu-
Ka:

— 9%, Cracuk! Onsrts y Hac Oena.

Cracuk cipoCOHBS TOJIBLKO MOPraji, HU4ero He MOHUMAs:

— Moxer, nonucarts yuiein?

Hauanu xopom kpuuats, 38ath XoMyTOBa. HO OH HE OT3BIBAJICS.

— Ja, a cyMKu-TO HeTy, yoexal.

— DX, a emle KIATBY gaBai! — ckazan oxpunmuii Cracuk. — IIpenarens 3TOT
XOMYTOB.

MuHbKa TOXe 4yTh HE TUTaKal OT OOUIBI.
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(ITobGer. badka cepaurcs. lomamnee yaenurue.
Karbka uger cieaom 3a XoMyTOBBIM.)

[Ipenatens XoMyTOB B 3TO BpeMsi BbiOerai yxe B nose. OH Tak 3ambIXajcs, 4To
ene nepesen aAyx. «Tenepb-To HE 3a0MykKyCh, — MEIJIBKHYJIO Y HEro B rojioBe. — BoH
YK€ NEPEBHIO BUIATHY.

W npaBma, maneko 3a KycTamH U ToJieM BUAHENACh AepeBHs. B nepeBHe ObLT 10M,
a B joMe 6a0ka, oHa XOTh U pyrana XoMyToBa, HO Obljia Bce-Taku cBosi. HoueBaTh noma
ObU10 coBceM HecTpamHo. OH MPUIMYCTHI K JEPEBHE M30 BCeX CUJ. XO3SMCTBEHHAs
CyMKa XOTs U Obula yxe mycras, memana emy. COJHIIE MOJIHSAJIOCH CHOBAa BBICOKO.
OnsATh HaYanu JeTaTh OBOJbI, HO XOMYTOB HHYEro He 3amevan. OH pBajics JOMOH, B



JIEpPEBHIO. Y OKOJUIIBI OH COBCEM BBIIOXCS | moren tuiie. [1oT kaTtumics mo BUCKaM U
1o 1Iee MpsiMOo 3a MUBOPOT. Bo3nmyxa He xBarano. XomyToB nojomien k gomy. Ha Bopo-
Tax BUCEN OOJBIION >KeNe3HbIM 3aMOoK. baOka yiuia B Mara3uH M 3akpblia JJOM Ha 3a-
MoK. KoHeuHO, MOKHO OBLIIO IIPOJIE3Th Yepe3 XJIEB UM KOILIAyblo JILIPKY B Morpede, HO
XomyTtoB Oosuics 3anaukarbes. 1lltansl u Tak Obutn pazopBanbl! Ele co BuepamiHero.
[ToaTOMYy OH cen Ha KpbUIBIIO M CTal kJ1aTh 0a0ky. Ho 6abka monro He mpuxoauia. 3a-
TO COBceM psioM KpyTuiiack Katbka, cectpa Cracuka. OHa JaBHO 3ameTHiia XOMYyTOBa
U, TIpBITasi Ha OJHOM HOTE, TO W JIEJIO TOTJISABIBAJIA B €T0 CTOPOHY. XOMYTOB CIIPSTAJICS
OT Hee B manmucane. A TyT Kak pa3 W mpunuia 6abka u3 marazuna. OHa yBuzena Ha
KPBUIBIIE XO3SMCTBEHHYIO CYMKY U Cpa3y MOHsUIA, YTO XOMYTOB JIOMa.

— Hy-xo BbLIE3al, BbUIE3al,— CKa3ana OHa, OTKpbIBasg Bopota.— Kypna copsrain-
ca-10? Hy-ko uau croga-to, uau.

XOoMyTOB BbIIIET U3 Maucaaa. Buj y Hero ObU1 COBCEM TLIOXOi.

— Ox TbI, HEMBITasE poka! — cpa3y Haudana 6abka KiroBuxa. — OX ThI HEClyX,
6e3otoBmuHa!l Hy-ko noknagsiBail. Yo0exan u3 nuoHepckoro jarepsi-to? Tol momro
yoexan-To?

XOoMyTOB MoJI4a CTOsT repes; 6a0Koi, KOBBIPSA IEPH HOCKOM OOTHHKA. XOpOIIIO
emie, yTo 0abKka HE BUJIEJIa Pa30PBAHHYIO IITAHUHY.

— Hy-ko mapin k yMbIBanbHUKY! — pyranack 6abka.— BrImoii xapro-To aa ca-
JUCh 3a cToJ. Yaro mombelb Jja U o0paTHo. DTO Tae pacnasral mraHuny-to? Ox oec,
KakK Ha OTHE oJ1eKKa roput. Hy-ko ckuasiBail, KOMy ToBOpAT!

XOMyTOB MEJICHHO CHSUT IITaHbl. OCTAaBIIMCH B OJIHUX TPycCax, OH Cleaui 3a 6a0-
KOW: OyAeT WM HeT apaTh KpanuBoil? baOka ToibKO OOJILHO NUIECTIHYJNA €ro, B3sjia
IITAHbI U TIOIILJIA 3aIIUBATh.

XOMyTOB MOMBLJICS, TTOKa OHAa 3ammuBaia. [lotrom oxencs. babka nmocraBuia criepsa
caMoBap, MOTOM 0o0e1alu.

— Xyno Tam, 4To Jid, KOpMAT-T0? — crpocuiia 6adka. — Hy-ko, 6aTromiko, 6exu,
6exxu oOpaTtHO. Pa3Be MoxkHO 6e3 cripocy momoit 6eratb? S BOT TeOe MPSHUKOB J1a MH-
PO’KKa B CYMKY, ThI ¥ Oexu. Jla ciymiaiicst TaM, y9uTens-To, He 0ainyil MHOTO-TO.

XomyToB 3axHbikai. Torga 6a0ka Hajena pyKaBHIly W MOILIA PBATh KpanmuBy. Xo-
MYTOB CXBaTWJI CYMKY C MHUPOTOM W Mara3uHHbIMU TpsiHukamu. He ycrena 6abxa
HapBaTh KPaIMBbI, KaK OH OBLI YK€ Ha yJIHUIIC.

— bosbiiie 10 cpoky He yOeraif,— Kpudayia oHa.— Y O€XKHUIIlb, TaK U 3HAM, Kparu-
BOW 3alHUILY BbIcTeraro! /la HAaCTaBHUKOB ciytaics!

XoMyTOB HEXOTS noopen 3a OKOJIMILY.

Kartpka Buzena, Kak OH nepese3 Oropo, BhIIIEN Ha OO0JIbIIYIO JOPOTY U MOTOM HC-
ye3. «Kyna on nmomen? — ragana Karbka.— Eciii B muoHepiarepb, TO OHa TOXKE TyIa».
N Katpka nonuia cienoM 3a XoMyTOBbIM. OH HE OTJIABIBAJICS U 3aMETHII €€ TOJBKO Y
camoro Jieca, Korja Mmpouutd OoJblIoe kapkoe moje. XoMyToB yBuaen KaTeky u mo-
rpo3ui el KyJakoMm, 4ToObl OHa moBopaunBaia oopatHo. Ho KaTtbka He xoTena oOpat-
HO. OHa u3naneka nokaszana XOMYTOBY SI3bIK U MOILIA 32 HUM Jaibiie. OH CKpbLUICS B



necy. Karbpka npumyctuia mo Tporke uyto 0buto 1yXxy. bekama oHa jerko, moTomy 4to
Obl71a O0CUKOM U 0€3 BCSIKOM MOKJIAXKU. Y PA3BUIIKHU JOPOTH, KOTJa Hadajucs OOJIbIION
nec, XOMYTOB OISITh MEJIKHYJI 3a JIEPEBOM M OISITh Iponaji. Katbka Bce e ycnena 3a-
METHUTh, Ky/la OH CBEpPHYIL.

«3Tta nopora He B mKoiry,— noaymana Karbka.— B mikony gopora mpasasi, a 3T0
neBas. Kyna ke nmomen XomytoB?» OHa fnoiro nuia ogHa. OnsiTe, Kak U BUepa, HaJ| ro-
JIOBOM >KYTKO IIYMEIH COCHBI, Kpruan Jsrei. JleBouka OCTaHOBWIIACH, HE 3HAs, YTO Jie-
nath. Jlec mymen u temHen BOKpyr. Tpormka, orubas 00JbIIYI0 MOKPYIO SIMY, COBCEM
nmoutu ucuedna. Kateka cTpycuna u pemmna 6exars oOpatHo. OHa B3mymana 000NTH
OOJIOTHCTYI0O HHM3WHY C JAPYTOd CTOPOHBI M ToTepsia, Tpomy. McmyranHo Opocuiach
Hazaj, HO Tpombl He Obu10. He Obuto ee u Tam, rae KaTbka Tonbko uto npoxoauna. Je-
BOYKa COBCEM pacTepsuiach W Molia Hanpsamyro. Ho Be3ie Topyanu Kopsird, OCTpbIe
CYUYKH U BaJISJIUCh COCHOBBIE MUIITKUA. KaTbKMHBI HOTH OBUIM YK€ 10 KPOBU pacliaparia-
HBI, XOTS OHA U HE 3ameydana 3Toro. OHa Bce 1A K JOpore, a Jopora npsaTajgack OT Hee,
1 BE3JIE CTOSI U LIyMmedn Jec. Jlaxke KpacHasi 3eMIISTHUKA, KOTOPasi TO U JI€JIO MOI1a1aJach
B TpaBe, HE MorJia oTBliedb KaTbKy OT *KyTKOU TpeBoru. /[eBouka 1oiro mnposesaia ye-
pe3 KaKoi-TO COBCEM HEMPOXOAUMBIN yanbbKHUK. OHa 000/paia u meKy, U pyKy, BbI-
Owinach U3 cliI. A Korja BelOpanach U3 4anbDKHUKA, TO MIPHUCENa U B YXKAce OIJIs/IeNach
BOKpYT ce0s. Jlec mryment.

— Mama! — cKBO3b CJi€3bl 3aKpUYaIa OHA.

Ho eit HukTo He oTBeTHI. TOJIBKO JIEC 3aUTyMEN elIe CUIIBHEN U TPEBOXKHEM.
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MuHbBKa 1ake HU pa3y HU CJIOBEeYKa He ckazall o goMme! Cracuk 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO
€My TOK€ He CTOUT 00 3TOM roBoputTh. OHM 00a 11es0€ yTpo TPYIMINCh HE MOKIaaas
PYK, HO BCE paBHO HacTpoeHue ObuI0 11oxoe. CTacCuK MBICIIEHHO MEePEeUYHCIIsii HEPUsIT-
HOCTU. BO-IepBbIX, OH BCIIOMHHAJI XOJIOJHYIO KOMAapUHYK) HOYb, IIPOBEIACHHYIO Ha
MPOIJIOTOTHEM CEeHE. 3aMep3iu MOoJA yTPO Tak, 4To oba ¢ MwuHbKoM npoxkanu. Bo-
BTOPBIX, yOexkan XoMmyToB. B-TpeThux, epl 0cTaaoch COBCEM Majio, Ja U Ta IOKaMecT B
CBIPOM BHJE, HE CBapeHa. B-ueTBepThIX...

Cracuk He ycren 10ayMaTh, 4To ObUIO enle HenpusaTHoe. [lomnaBok nepHyscs u ¢
roJIOBOM OKYHYJICA B Boly. CTacuk JEepHYJ, JECKAa HATAHYJIACh, a YIWJIUILIE J1a)Ke BBI-
rHyJ0ch. OH BBITAIIWI U3 PEKHU OOJIBLIYIO TKENyro pelonHy. OHa ylerena Jajaeko mo-
3aau Ha 6eper. Munbka 1 CTacuk OpOCUITUCH K HEH.

— Oruennsi! depxu!

— Sl xak nepHy, KaKk JepHY...

Oxka3zancst okyHb. Hactpoenue cpasy ymyumuniaock. Ctacuk 3a0bu1 po oM. Oba ¢
MuHbKOI BHOBb 3aKUHYJIH ynoukH. Terneps Cracuk Hauaa BCIOMHHATD, YTO Y HUX OBI-
J0 xopoiee. Bo- mepBbIX, ppida Hadana KjieBaTh. Bo-BTOPBIX, KOCTEp ropeia BOBCIO
HarpoTuB 3aBoja. OHM PA30KIJIM €ro JYNOW, KaK TOJIbKO MOAHSIIOCH MOBBILIE COJI-
HBIIIKO. B-Tperpux, MuHbKa BbIABHHYN MpeanoxkeHue. [Ipemyoxkenune ObLIO Takoe.
Hazno BRIMUCTHUTH ABa TIUHSAHBIX Ky0a, BMA3aHHBIX B KUPIUYHYIO T€Ub, U Pa3Keyb MOJ



HUMU JBe Tonku. KyObl HarperoTcs, 1 B HIX MOXHO CIaTh HOYbIO, UTOO HE 3aMep3aTh.
B-ueTBepThIX, THEM-TO B JIECY COBCEM U HE CTpAILHO, Ja)xe Hao0OpoT — Becelso. B-
ISTHIX, IOCIEBAET YK€ 3EMJITHUKA. ..

— Ara! — He BbyiepKall MUHbBKa, BBITACKMBAsl TaKoro ke okyHs. — llomacs,
KOTOpPBIN KycaJics!

Yepes nonyaca UMENOCh YXKE LIECTh OKYHEH M YeThIpe COpPOKKH. MOXKHO ObLIO
Ha4uMHaTh BapuTh yxy. OHM Tak u caenanu. [IpuHecnn BoAbl B KOTEIKE, HAYMCTUIH
KApTOIIKU M Hape3aju JIyKy. BeIMBLIM KapTOXy M OISATH NPUHECIH BOABL. MUHBKA caM
BBITIOTPOLIIII PbIOY HOXHKOM. CTacCHMK OTKOJOJ TOMOPOM KYCOYEK COJH OT TJIAIKOTO
COJISIHOIO KaMHs, OOJIM3aHHOTO KOpOBaMH. DTy COJIIHYIO TJIBIOY 1O OuYepe]y Talliin
BUYEPA U3 MOJIS.

— Munb, 6pocatb?— crnpocun CTacuk, MOKa3bIBasi COISTHON OCKOJIOK.

— He! — Mumnbka npotupan riasa. piM oT kocTpa Obl1 0YeHb eaxkuM. — Hago
3HATh, CKOJIBKO.

OH CHAN CBOIO MaiiKy, 3aBEpHYJI B HEE COJIIHOM OCTATOK, ITOJOKWJ HAa KAMEHb U
HayaJl KOJIOTUTh MO HEMY 00yXoM Tomopa. Bckope OCKOJIOK MpeBpaTUiICS B MEJKYIO
coJib. MuHbKa BbIChINIaN B OyMaxky. YXy noconwiu. [loka ona Bapuiiack, MuHbKa 3a-
OpaJicst Ha KpBIILTY U 30PKO OTJISZIEI JIECHBIE OKPECTHOCTH.

— JepeBHto BuaHO? — cripocust CTacuk CHU3Y.

— He-e, — MuHbKa ris/1€71 BOKpYT, Kak norpaHndyHukK. — [lone HeMHOXkKO, aa
emte peky. Tume, Cracuk! KTo-TO 10 Tponke ujer...

— Crona?

— bIrHL...

MuHbKa N0 3aK0yJKaM ObICTPO CIIyCTHUJICS BHH3.

— TbI JTOKHUCH C TOW CTOPOHBI, a 5 C ITOM.

Pebsita 3anernu B TpaBy 1o o0e cTopoHbl Tponku. OHu 3aTamiu Jaeixanue. Kto-to
npuoIKancs mo jecy. 91o 0bu1 XomyToB. OIHONM PYKOM OH Tallui CYMKY, JIPyrou
CMaxMBaJ C IOTHOTO JINLA CJIENHEN U OBOJOB.

— Croit! Hu ¢ Mmecta! — 3aopan MuHbKa.

— Croit! — kpuknyn u Cracuxk.

XOMYTOB CHavaja Aake IMPUCEN OT CTPaxa, HO KOrJa BCIOMHWIL, 4TO 3T0 MHHbBKa
n CTacuk, OITOMHUJICS.

Cracuk BCTal U3 TpaBbl U MEPBBINA MojaomIen Oiuxe. JJoiro crosuin U HUYEero He
TOBOPUIIH.

— Tsl moueMy yoOexan? — crnpocus HakoHel Ctacuk. XOMyTOB MOJ4all, MOTY-
nUBIIKCH. OH chblIaN, KaK ¢ APYroi CTOPOHBI MOAXOAWI K HeMy MUHBKa.

— Hy. 'oBopu! — Munbka npuctynui oiuxke. — Tedst Beb CpallnuBaroT.

XomyToB Monuai. Monyanu Bce Tpoe. bbuio Ha mosisiHe THMXO0, OJHA OCHHA IIelie-
CTEJIa CBOMMU JKECTKHUMU JIUCThIMU. MUHBKA c/esaji mar, Tpo3HO MPUOJIM3UBUIMCH K
XomyTtoBy. CTacHuk TOXe.

XomyToB Monyai. I Hem3BecTHO, yeM Obl BCE 3TO KOHYMIIOCH, €CITU OBl U3 JIECY He
J0JIETeN M0 pedsST KaKoW-TO CTpaHHBIM 3BYK. BeTep B3MOXHYN HaJ HUMH M 3arIyIINAI
3TOT 3BYK. MHMHBKA MpUCITyLIaJICs, NOKHIAACh, KOraa yispkercs Betep. M BOpyr Bce
TPOE€ OTYETIIMBO YCIBIIIAIN, KAK KTO-TO IJIAYET B JIECY.

— Mosxer, punuH? — ckasan nepenyranubiii CTacuk.



— Cam T1b1 QunuH!— npomenTtan MUHbKA U CHOBA MPHUCITYILAICS.

— OJro Karbka, HaBepHO! — paJloCTHO CKa3ajd XOMYTOB.

He crosapuBacs, 3aopanu:

— Karbka! KaTtpka! KaTbka!

— JlaBaii Bce cpa3zy,— npenoxui Ctacuk.

Tpwxasl xopoMm no3Banu Kareky. [1nau npexpatumics.

— bexuMm nckath!— npukazan MuHbKa.

— A 7310 Kyna? — XOMyTOB MOKa3ajld CYMKY C IpSHUKaMH U OaOKHMHBIMU MHApPOTa-
MH.

— OcTaBb TYT, ITOCJIE BO3bMEM.

CuacTnuBbIii XOMYTOB MOJIOKUJ CYMKY B TpaBy M MEPBbII OPOCHIICS B caMylo Ya-

ury...

Karbka ycnbixana peOsuuii Kpuk, U €l cpa3y CTajo JIETKO, BECENIO, XOTs CIIe3bl
emnie He o0coxiu Ha miekax. OHa, 3a0bIB PO yCTAIOCTh, MOILIA MO JIECY B TY CTOPOHY,
oTkyna 3Bayu ee. «Karbkal» — ycnblmana oHa BHOBb. Eif HYy>)KHO ObUIO OTKJIIMKHYTHCS
Y KJaTh HA OJTHOM MECTE, a OHAa HE J0orajanach 3To caenars. M Bce TOpoIuMBo 1iia 1o
necy. Kpuku peGsaT mocipImaiuch B Ipyroil CTOPOHE U HAKOHEIl BOBCE MPOTAIIH.

Karbka ornsiHynach, omsiTh xoTeja ObUIO 3ariakaTh, HO BAPYT YBHUZAENA JIOCKY,
MPUKPEIUIEHHYIO K AepeBy. Ha nocke yriem u Menom Obljia HapucoBaHa OoJbliasi yKa-
3aTeNbHas CTpesia U HAJAIMUCh MeYaTHhIMU OyKBAaMU: TyaJeTT!

CrieBa OTKpBIBAJICS MPOCBET M BUAHENACH NOJIAHA. KaTpka mojonuia K yKazarento,
MOTUIeBaJIa U Havyaja CTHUPATh ¢ JOCKH JIMIIHIO OyKBY «T». bykBa He ctupanack. Toraa
KaTtpka yBuaena mojg COCHOM YEpPHBIM yrojib OT TOJIOBEIIKU. DTUM YIJIEM OHA 3a4epK-
HyJla JIMIIHIOI «T», & CHU3Y JABYMS YepTOUKaMu Moa4yepkHyna ommoOky. [lotom oHna
BbITIIA U3 Jiecy. Ha GomnbIiioit 3emeHoi moisiHe oHa yBUJIeNa CTaphlil capail ¢ TpyOoii u
OKOIIKOM. HampoTus capast ropesn mouytu noryxaroumn kocrep. Hax koctpom Ha xep-
JIOYKE BUCEII KOTEJIOK, U3 KOTEIKA TOPYAJl XBOCT OKYHSI.

«BoT oHHM rue xuByT,— noaymaina KaTbka, Ha HbpIIOYKAX MOAXOAS K BOPOTAM.—
A ckazanu, 4to B muoHepiarepe». OHa ¢ TpyJIOM OTKPbUIA TSXKEIbIE CKPUITYUYHUE JIBEPU
Y OYEHb BHMUMATEJIBHO OCMOTpEJIa BHYTpU. Eli TaM COBCEM HE MOHPABUIIOCH. YK OUYECHB
ob110 yepHo! Ha creHax u Ha moToike Bucena naytuHa. OQuH CTOJI, U3PE3aHHBIA HO-
*ukamu, Obut mounie. Ha ctene Buceno crapoe pemieto. C MOTOMKa CBUCATN KaKHE-TO
BEPEBKHU, K BEpEBKaM ObLIIM MIPUBS3aHbI ACPEBSHHbBIC IUTOMaA0uku. OqHa TIIO0IAI09Ka ¢
rUpei Jiexasna Ha moiy, Apyras 6onrtanack B Bo3ayxe. Karbka, nepkach 3a BEpeBKH, 3a-
Je3na Ha Hee, 4ToObl mokavathes. M BApyr moexana BHM3. 3aTO BTOpas IUIONIAJIKA, KO-
Topasi ObLIa ¢ TUpPEi, IToexalia BBepX.

Ouennr Bce 310 ObUTO MHTEpecHO! KaThka mMmokauanach Tak: BHHU3-BBEPX, BHU3-
BBepx. [loTom crnesna ¢ kayanaku U omsaTh modexana K kocTpy. [lompaBuia rooBeniky.
Vxa Havana kunerb. «Hano ee mocomuts,— noaymana Kareka.— I'ne y HuUX cosb?»
Omna yBugena OyMaXKy C COJIBIO M BBICHITIaJia OCTaTKU B yXxy. JloBoJibHAs, mpucena y
KocTpa Ha TpaBke. «Tenepp oHM mpuayT, a yxa roroas,— nogymana Kareka.— Bot
TOJBKO 4eM eCTh? JIOKEK-TO HET...»



N3 necy mociblmancs TpecK CydbeB, I€BOYKA MCIYTaHHO OTJIsAHYy’dack. Ha mossany
OJIMH 3a IpYruM BbIXOIuiIM Musbka, Ctacuk 1 XOMyTOB.

— Bot oHa, BOT! — KpukHys1 XOMyTOB, KOTOPBI NEpBbIN 3aMeTHI KaTbKy.

Munbka u CTacuk TOe OO OJIHKe.

— TbI nouemy He OTKIMKaeubCsi? — crpocui Munbka.— BoH u3-3a 1e0s camu B
Jecy 3a0J1yAUITUCK.

Hactynuno Momnganue.

— A 4 yxy goBapuiia,— cka3zana Bapyr Kateka.— Bl TyT uero nenaere?

— MBI TyT KUBeM,— ckazan Cracuk,— a Tbl JoMou uau. [lonsia?

— 5] Toxe Xouy C BaMH.

Cracuk nornsaen Ha Munbky. Munbka nymain. [1oTom OH OrsisiHyJics BOKPYT.

— A Tl HUKOMY He CKaxkellb? KaTbka 1morpscia rojioBou:

— Hy, HUKOMY-HUKOMYIIICHBKH.

MuHbka nocMoTpen Ha XomyToBa 1 CTacuka.

— Torpa nycTe KIATBY 1aeT,— cka3ail XOMYTOB.

Karpka ogHMM MaxoM, ¢ OJHOW TOJBKO IEPEIBIIIKOM, MPOroBOpHIIa KISITBY. Bee
3aKpuyanu  «ypa», u XOMyTOB IoOexal UCKaTb CYMKy C IpSHUKaMH.
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YunpasxkHeHnue iMoros.)

CymMka nexxana Ha 00Ky, M OH cpasy nouysii HenagHoe. B yem neno? [louemy mips-
HUKH BaJsitoTcsA? A mupora BooOuie He ObUIO, OJTHU KPOILKH.

— HWnure croma! — 3akpuyan XoMmyToB. — YKpanu nupor! Bce mpubexanu Ha
MecTo npouctiecTBus. [Tupor He Hauw.

— MosxerT, 510 KOT? — cka3ana KaTpka.

— KoTslI B niecy He x)uByT, — cka3an Cracuk. — IT1o Mblu. Mim Kpor.

— A Moxer, 3as11?

— A MOXET, BOJIK MJIU MEJIBE/Ib?

— HagepHo, JIACA.
PeGsTa Tak 1 HE MOTJIM PENINTh, KAKOUM 3BEpPhb CIOMaJI XOMYTOBCKHUI Tupor. MuHbKa co-
Opast OCTaTKH B OJJHO MECTO U MPEUIOKUII TI0 OUepeid KapayIuTh BOpa.

— Muns, a kornga odenarn?

— IHouu!

— Atina!

— Yx!

[IpuTammiu crapoe cyxoe AepeBo, YTOObI CUJIETh.

— A yeM xJ1€0aTh-TO?

Jlokka oka3ayiach TOJBKO OJHA, B prok3ake Cracuka. Pa3nenunu Ha yeTklpe yacTu
0016111011 Kycok xJieba. Pemmnu xnedate yxy no ouepeau. CTacuk 3a4eprinyi, HOIyJ U
xseoHy. [Tomoprucs.

— Tenepsp T, MuHbKa!

— Her, Cracka, naBail cpa3zy Kaxablid MO JECATh JOXKEK. A €ClIi OCTaHETCs, TO
€I1Ie 110 JAECSTh.



Ho Cracuk monuan.

— Te1 dyero He xnebaelb?— crnpocust MUHbBKa.

— He xouy.

MuHbKa cepAUTO nojai J0xkKy XoMyToBy. TOT XJeOHYI U OTIaN JIOKKY 00OpaTHO
MuHnsbke.

— Ilyctp Karbka ect! — BkoOHen pazoznuiica Munbpka.— Cuaute Toraa rojiof-
HBIE.

Munbka nogan 1oxKy Kateke, cam mocmorpen Ha XoMyTOBa:

— Ilouemy He xnebaemib?

— v MEHS 3y0,— cKazain XOMyTOB U HNOTYIUJICS.
— Xowmyt! — 3a0pasr Munbka.— [lorpen ObI BO pTy ropsiueid yxou, BOT u 3y0 mepecTalt
OBL. DX ThbI, XOMYT!

— ... 1 TO)Xe XOMYT,— 3aAyM4uBO cka3an CTacuk.

— U 51 xomyT,— nporoBopuiia Kartbka.

— XomyTtka,— nonpasui CTacuk.

— XoMmyTuxa.

— Her, xomyToBKa!

— Cnopum?

Munbka u Cracuk 3acnopwin ¢ KaTbkoil, kak npaBuibHO. Bapyr Bce cpazy
CTUXJIM U TIOTJISIACNIA HalpaBo. XOMYTOB CHJIEN HE IIEBENSICh HA OpEBHE U IIMBITA HO-
coM. Cne3bl OfiHA 3a APYTOM MOICHIXAIA HA TPSI3HOM 1IIEe.

— JlagHo,— cmyTtwiicst Munbka.— Tol uero? 4 Beap He HApOUHO.

— U a! U mb1! — obpanosancs Cracuk.— Mpi Toxe! 3Haens yero?

— Bot Ha-ko yrpuch,— Kartbka, kak Oosblias, nmojiajga XoMyTOBY CBOMl HOCOBOM
rmaToyek. XOMYTOB BCXJIMIHYJ M 3amMoprajl MOKpbIMU pecHuuamu. lllupokas sicHas
yJIBIOKAa OCBETHJIA €ro 3alllakaHHOEe JIMIo, korna KaTeka cama BeITepia eMy cHavasa
OJIHY, [IOTOM JIPYTYIO LIEKY.

— A yxa-10? — MuHbKa XJeOHYJ MOJHYIO JOXKKY U TaK CMOPIIUJICS, YTO OJUH
IJ1a3 Y HEro COBCEM 3aKpbUICH.

— Bort, nonsn tenepb?— 3acMmesuics U 3axjonan Cracuk.— Ilonsn, Muns, kakas
yxa-1o?

Bce Toxxe xmonanu v CMESITUCh, U CMESUTHCh, M 9YyTh HE ynaiu ¢ OpeBHa, Ha KOTO-
POM CHJIETN.

— A KTO conmi-To?— crnpocuyi MuHbKa, KOT1a IEPEBEI IyX.

Oxkazanoch, YTO COMIIM TOHEMHOXKKY, HO BCE.

MuHbKa BBUIWJ YXY B TPaBy M pa3Aeiivil KapTOIIKY ¢ pbliOoi. [ToToM BCKUNIATHIM
BOJIY, 3aBapuJId JIUCThSI CMOPOIAMHBI U JOJTO MUK Yail ¢ XOMYTOBCKUMHM NMPSHUKAMHU.
Munbka yBuaen, kak y CTacuka IIEBEJIMJIUCh YU, KOTJa OH >KeBasl MpsSHUK. Pemnn
TOKE TaK HayduThcs. Uepe3 MUHYTY BCE€ YETBEPO CUIEIU B psii HA OpeBellIKe U cTapa-
TEJIbHO YYHWJIKCh ABUTATh yIIaMHU.

— HeBensitcsa?— copocust Munbka CTacuka.

— He,— nocmotpen u ckazan Ctacuk.— A 'y meHs?

— A y mens?



— A BOT s yxe Hayumsach! — cka3ana Karbka.— BoT, misiaute, s Hay4uiach.
Bce nmocmotpenu Ha Katpky. Ho HM 0IHO yX0 y Hee He cIBUHYJIOCH! Y Hee meBenu-
uck 6poBH, HOC, poT. KaThka momorana aaxe rjae4amu, HO Yl HE HIEJIOXHYJIIUCH.

— Munb? A 3ayeM Haz0 ymeTh? — cupocuit Ctacuk. YmamMu-to?

MuHbKa nogymai v cKaszan:

— YIpa)xHEHUE WOr0B.

Bce BHOBB cTapaTenbHO NPOJOJIKIIA TPEHUPOBKY.
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(Kouerapnol. Katbka peBer. Tpu cnocoda 100b1BaTh BECHYIIKH.)

Takoil 10oaTHil, THTEPECHBIN U COJHEYHBIM OBLI ATOT JAcHBL! Ycmenu cruenath BCe.
Karbka HacoOupana neinyro KpyKKy 3eMJISTHUKH, XOMYTOB HajIOMall JOTMOJTHUTEIbHBIX
apoB, a Cracuk Hayaus pelObl. MuHBKa k€ Bce 3T0 BpeMs Obl1 kouerapom. OH obcie-
J0BaJl BCIO OOJIBIIYIIYIO M€4Yb, Yy KOTOPOH BHU3Y MMENOCh Tpu Tomnku. Han kaxxmoi
TONKOW BUAHENOCHh MO OONBLION KPYIUION AbIpe. DTO Tyda 3akjajblBajiu Oepecty, 3a-
KPBIBAJIM €€ JKEJIE3HOW 3aCIIOHKOM, a BCE LIENH IUIOTHO 3aMasbiBaiu INMHOM. «Kpyriible,
a Ha3bIBAIOTCS KyObl,— C HeIoOyMeHHeM noayMai Munbka.— OX U TPS3UILNH, HABEPHO,
Tam!»

On nposepws oguH Ky0. He oueHb-To Tam Obuto yucTo! A 4TO Jiydlle, TEIJIO U
I'PSI3HO MJIM XOJIOJHO M YMCTO? MUHBKA HE CTal OTBEYATh Ha 3TOT BONPOC. OH pemm
BBIYMCTUTHh KyO. BBITaluia OTTyAa OCTAaTKM CMOPIIEHHOW YEepHOU OEpecThl U Bemes
XOMyTOBY HaJIOMaTh CBEXUH BEHUK. CTACUK TOXKE SIBUJICS C PEYKH, BTPOEM OHH OBICT-
PO BBIYMCTHIIA BCE TPU MIIMHSAHBIX KyOa. Tenepb MOXHO OBLIIO pa3BOAUTH OTOHb B TOTI-
Kax.

Hatackanu apoB. XoMyTOB ObIcTpee Bcex pazker cBoro Tonky. CambIM mocien-
HUM oka3zaiica CTacuk.

Hakonerr pasropenucs poBa BO Bcex Tpex neukax. Jpim nmoBanun u3 Tpyosl. [lo-
TJISJIEB U3IaJTH, MOKHO OBLIO TIOJIyMaTh, YTO JIETTSAPHBIN 3aBOJ MYIIIEH HA TIOJHBIN XO/I.
«A 4ut0o?— nogyman Muabka.— BOT BO3bMeM HaroHum JerTio. BoH CKOJIbKO OepecThl
3pst Baysgercsi». OH mojenuicst 3Tol Mbicibio co Crtacukom, Ctacuk ¢ XOMYTOBBIM.
Mpicnb OblTa Takasi 3aMaHuMBas, YTO J1ayKe TOMBITHCS B peuke 3a0bputu. KaTbka yBumena
TaKUX IPA3HYIIb U Ipucena. Tak el cTajio CMEIIHO.

— A b1 pbikasi! — pazosznuiica ee 6par Cracuk.

— Pookas, peokas! — nonnepxkan Cracuka XomyTtoB. — Bces B BecHyIIKax, me-
ras.

UYro npaBnaa, To npasnaa. Karbka Obliia Takast BECHyIIUaTas, 4yTo Jaxe cama cels He
mobuia. XoOMyTOB TBEPAUI BCE OJTHO M TO K€, YTO OHA M cama 3Haja. Y CTaBWIICA Kak
nypadok. OHa BHavalle 3aTuxJIa U 3aaymanack. [lotom yma 3a yron. Ilorom crana pe-
BeTh. Eif Obu10 Tak 00MIHO, YTO OHA peBelia CHavaja THXO0, HO MOTOM Hayajia BCe IPOM-
ye. U nakonen Katbka pa3peBenach uTo ObLIO CHIL.

Bce Tpu mertsaps naBHO mepecTand Ipa3sHUTh €€ BECHYILIKaMHU, a OHA pPEeBelia Ha
BECB JIEC U HUKAK HE MOIJIA OCTAHOBUTHCA:

— V-y-y! — T0 1 neno pa3znaBaiock B jiecy.— bl-bI-bI-y!



— Karbka, TbI yero? — ucnyraiucs Ctacuk. XoMyTOB TOK€ BUHOBATO ME€PETANThI-
BaJICA PAJIOM.

Katbka peena.

Munbka gymain, uto nenath. Cinymats KaTekuH peB, aa ele B jiecy, ObLI0 HE 0CO-
OEHHO MPUATHO, U TO3TOMY MuHbKa nymai. Bapyr on nmo3san Cracuka u ckazai:

— Tamm peurero, KOTOpo€ Ha rBO3AUKE!

Cracuk OBICTPO MPUHEC PEIIETO.

— Bot!— Munbka cen Ha TpaBy. — byay depes pemieto 3aropath. UTOOBI Bec-
HYILKH. ..

— U g Toxe xouy BecHylIeK, — 3asBu CTacuk.

— U 1, — ckazan XomMyTOB.

Munbka nogyman, kociach Ha Kateky. OHa kak OyATO Hayaia TUIIE PEBETh.

— Bbpocum xpedunii, — ckazan Munska. — Komy nepBomy 3aropats.

Teneps KaTpka yxe He peBelna, a IpoCTO XHbIKaJIa. MalbUnIIKA THXO COBEIIAIUCH
0 4eM-To Mexay co0oil. Bapyr KaTtbka yBunena, kak XoOMyTOB JIET Ha TpaBy JIMLOM K
COJIHBIIIKY. MUHBKA TOJIOKWJI PELIETO IPSIMO €MY Ha JIMLIO U CKa3all:

— Tonbko He meBenucb! A TO HE MOIYYUTCS.

Karbka coBcem nepecrana miakarb. XOMYTOB TEPIEINBO JIEXKAN MO PEUIETOM, HO
COJIHBIIIKO YK€ CaJHIOCh.

«HaBepHo, MaJjo xapy,— 03aboueHHO qJyMan Munbka.— Jlyumie 3aBTpa...»

— 3Haemp yero?— BApYyr obepHyics Munbka k Cracuky.— JlaBail yBeandu-
TenbHoe cTeko. [Tonpodyem mo ogHOIA.

Ntak, XoMyTOB 3aropai yepe3 pelieTo, 4YToObl MOJIYYUTh BECHYIIKH BCE Cpasy, a
Cracuk u MuHbKa MO o4Yepeau HACTaBISUIM (POKYC YBEIMUYUTEIBHOTO CTEKJAa Ha IIEKU
ApYT IPYTy, MBITASACh AeNaTh BECHYIKH. CTaCUK BIPYT NOANPBITHYII:

— Vx! XKokercs!— on notep mexky.— Het, Muns, nydiie He OyieM.

— A s 3Hato0 Kak!— nogonuia k HUM Karbka.

— Kaxk?

— Hano kopuuneBslii kapanaam. Her, mydiie xKenToli.

— CwMmototcs. Bee 3agymanuce.

Onun XomyTOoB HUYEro He qymasl. OH TaBHO CIIAJKO CIIAJl MO/ PELIETOM U TOJIBKO
nocansiBasl. BECHYIIIKM SIBHO HE MOJIyYaJIUCh, HO BO3/1yX-TO OYE€Hb XOPOIIO MPOXOIUI B
IObIpOUKH pemrera. Tyna u croza.

— DX, onsTh ycHyN,— ckazan Ctacuk.— Jlaxke komapoB He OoUTCH.

Bce-taku komapbl, @ MOKET OBITh Pa3rOBOPHI, MPOOYIUIH CIIsIIero XOMyTOBa, BCE
no0Oesxanu B 3aBOJl, HaA0 ObLIO MoayMaTh o eae u Howlere. Ho KaTeka cHauana nocna-
J1a BCEX YMBIThCS B PEUKE.
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ITocne y:xuHa XOMyTOB CIIPOCHIL:
— A xorna nupoBath Oyaem?



— 3abbutn, — cka3zan Munbka. — JlaBaii ceifuac, ele ycreem.

[Tox KaTbKMHBIM PYKOBOJCTBOM OBICTPO MPUHECIH BOJIbI, BHIMBUIA CTOJI U 3aCTe-
JIWJIM €ro razeToil. MUHBKA paccaiiil BCEX BOKPYT CTOJA U CKa3ail:

— Kto noTueBath Oyaet?

— Ts1, — cka3an Cracuk.

— Her, myckaii nyuiie Katbka.

Katpka Hauana noryeBars rocreil. OHa moTyeBaia X NUPOramMu, CTYJHEM, BUHOM
1 okporkoi. [Totom omsite muporamu. [lorom omsate BuHOM. IlycTas OyThlka n300pa-
JKaja ropsYuy caMmoBap.

— Kymaiite, roctu, He Ope3ryiite, — TOHKUM TrojIockoM yromana KaTteka.

Bckope Munbka 3akatun ria3a u 3anen: «He ynpekait HecnipaBeayinBo», a Ctacuk
HayaJl KavyaTbCsl U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, a XOMYTOB Haudajl M300pa)kaTh WUTPAOLIETO
rapMoHucTa. Bce Tpoe opanmu KTO BO 4TO TOopasn, a Karpka KakIoro ycnokanBaia.
Beceunbliit sxe Obu1 eHek!

[TupoBathk Bckope Hanoeno, u Katbka yopana co crona. MuHbka caenan u3 Oymaru
OYKH, B35 BMECTO YKa3KHU OJIbXOBBINM MPYTOK U MPOBEN TO JIU Oecey, TO JH JICKLHIO.
[ToroM urpanu B Mara3uH, ¥ IJIaBHBIM IpoAaBIOM OmsATh Obuia KaTbka, mocne dero
HayaJly [10 OYEpEaN B3BEIINBATHCS HA BEPEBOYHBIX BECaXx.

Cracuk okaszancs Tspkenee Bcex. [Ipunura Houb. TONKM B me4M JaBHO MOTYXJIH,
TOJIBKO Kakasi-TO TOJIOBHSI BCE ellle AbIMUiIa. MuHbKa pacnopsauics, 4Toosl Katbke mo-
CTJIAJIM Ha TOMYAHE, a caM 33aJ0M I10JI€3 HOoueBaTh B MNIMHAHBIA Ky0. Ky0 u npaBza cier-
Ka Harpencs. B Hem Obulo ynoOHO JiexkaTh, XOTSd U HE OYEHb YUCTO. XOMYTOBY B KyO
nomor 3abpatbesa Cracuk, a Ctacuky Karbka. Hy u ommOky ke cnenan Cracuk! OH 3a-
7e3 B KyO He 3a710M, KaK HaJio ObLI0, a rojioBoil Briepea. PazBepHyThes ke B KyOe mecTta
He XBaTuio0, 1 CTacuk mepenyraics U 3akpudai. EMy mokas3anoch, 4TO TEIepb €My BO-
oO11e HEe BBUIE3TH U3 3TOW NIMHIHOW JyIIeryOKH.

— Muns!—xpuuan Cracuk.— MuHromika-a-a! Beipyun! [Hoxanyiicra...

MuHbKa 10 MosIC BbLIE3, ONMYCTUIICS Ha PyKH, CTal BBITACKUBATh HOTM M OOJBHO
ynain. Ho emy Obu1o He 10 3Toro. Cracuk kpuyan u3 kyoa. Munbska u Karbka noramummnm
€r0 32 HOTM U BBIBOJIOKJIM. T0JIbKO mocie 31oro CTacuK yCIOKOMJICS.

— OnAth noje3enib?— CrIpocui XOMYTOB, BBITJIAABIBAS U3 KPYIJIOW TJIMHSHOM
JIBIPHI.

— Ara,— ckazan Cracuk.— Tam xoporio.

OH noJe3, HO MoJe3 ONATh TOJI0BOM, a HaAo0 ObUIO 3370M, U BOT OblIO cMexy! Hu-
kak CTacMK HE MOT Hay4WThCS 3ajie3aTh ronoBor Hazan! Ilpunuioce MuHbKE nOKa3bI-
BaTh, KaK 3TO Aenaercsa. HakoHel Bce yerimcs Ha CBOM MecTa, M KaTpka Toxke, TOJIBKO
CIiepBa 3aKpbula JIBEpPU Ha OOJIBIION CTapUHHBIN Kprouok. MoHbCKas HOYbL Obljla CBET-
nasi. Ho Bganu riyxo v TpeBOXKHO 3arpement rpoM. OToseck Janekol MOJHUU MTPOMENb-
KHYJ B OKHE. TyT-TO M CIy4HJIOCh YTO-TO JKYTKO€ M HEMOHATHOE. KaTbka yXe Hayana
3achlllaTh, KOTJa BAPYI 3a OKHOM MoOcCiblIaics mopoX. Karbka cpasy HMpoCHynach.
Oxomieuko ObUIO BETXO€, CTEKJIO B paMe eje Jepkaioch. Katbka modyBcTBOBaja, YyTo
KTO-TO CTOUT 32 OKHOM, M BCS 3aMepiia. BApyr Bce OKHO 3aClIOHWIIA 4bsi-TO TEHb, U JE-
BOYKa YBUJENA, KaK KTO-TO CTPAILIHBIA TJIIUT B OKHO. JIMI0 OBLIO KyTKOE, Kak y Oa-
ob1-sru, KaTpka 3aBU3kana OT cTpaxa. XOMYTOB €llle He CIaj, HaBEpPHOE, BBICHANCS,
Korja 3aropai noj pemieroMm. Munbka u Cracuk cnianu. Eciau 061 XOMyTOB TOXE HE



BHJIETI, KaK KTO-TO 3ariisiAbIBal B OKHO, MUHBKa HU 3a uTO Obl He moBepua Karpke. OHa
BCE €I1I€ JIpoKaJia OT cTpaxa.

— OTO MEpHUH, HaBEpHO. PBIXKKO.

— Wnu xopoBa, — ycnokanBan CTacuk cecTpy.

— Koneuno, mepuH, — cka3zan MuHbKa u BbUIe3 U3 kyoa.— Iloiinem, ceituac mo-
TSI VM.

— Oi1, He oTkpbIBail! — cHoBa 3amakana Kateka. Jla u Ctacuk u XoMyTOB ObLIN
3a TO, YTOOBI IBEPU HE OTKPHIBATH U HUKYJA HE XOJIUTh.

I'po3a nuta Haj TEMHBIM JiecoM, Bce Ommxke U Ommxe. ['poM rpemen yxke HaJ ca-
MOIO KPBIIIEeH, OH TO Opocajcs Jajieko B CTOPOHY, TO OISITh BO3BpaIiayics 0OpaTHO.
bruto cTpamHo, Korjga OH Tpeman COBCEM PSJIOM, €IIE KYT4YE CBEpPKAJIA 3€JIeHas MOJ-
Husl. Korna oHa cBepkana, To B capae OCBEIIAINCH Ja)Xe caMble TEMHbIE YTk, U KaThka
3aKpbIBaja Ijia3a OT CTpaxa.

Hakonen pa3pasunace Haj HUMHU HacTosias Oypsi. Berep ¢ rpoxoTrom copBai ¢
KPBIIIM HECKOJIBKO TecHH. [lomui moxap, rpoM Tpemjan ONIyHIUTEeNIbHO U OecrpephiB-
Ho. [lly™m neca, 1okAs U BETpA CIIBIIIAICSA B TEMHOTE, KOT/Ia TPOM 3aTUXaJl, HO TPOM MO-
YTH HE CTUXAJ U HOCHWJICS HaJ 3eMJiei OecrpephIBHO, TaK ke, HE MepecTaBas, CBETUIIN
MOJHUU. OHU CIMBAINCh B OJHY CIUIONIHYIO, U BCE LIYMEJIO, TPEMEIO0, CBEPKAIO BO-
Kpyr. Pebsrta, ucryrannpie, pUTUXIIH.

['po3a nonro He Moria ycrnokouTbes. OHa HaKOHEI] Havana cOaBJIsATh CBOM IITyM U
IPOXOT, I0Kb U BETEP MOHEMHOTY CTUXaJIH. ['poM yXoaui Bce nainbliiie v aanbiie. [lon
ATOT YXOASIIUN W CTUXAIOMIMK TPOM, U3MYYHMBIINCH, BCE YETBEPO HE 3aMETHIIH, KaK
YCHYJIU.

* * %

babka KiroBuxa Xomuma B TOT J€Hb B JIeC 3a YEPHUKOW W, YCIBIIIAB JaJICKUAN
rpoM, B3AyMaja UATH Hampsamyro, 6e3 qoporu. OHa 3aliyTanach U BBIIIIA COBCEM HE
Tynaa, Kyaa el 0buio Hamo. OHa BbINIIA K CTapoMy JETTSpHOMY 3aBojay. KitoBuxa Bce-
raa 0ostach 3TOTO MeCTa, Ja M rpo3a npubiuxanach Bce obicTpee. Ho kTo B nepeBHe
ObL1 caMbIi JIFOOONBITHEIN? Koneuno, ona, 6abka KmoBuxa! Ei moka3anock, 4To KO-
CTEp Ha MOJISTHE OKOJIO 3aBO/Ia ObLT CBEKHUH.

«KT0 310 TYyT? — MCnyranHo noaymana oHa. — IlacTyx He TOHsET croja KOpoB,
peiOakoB B aepeBHE HeTy». CTpax Haman Ha 0aOKy. A BAPYT 3TO OEKEHIIbI WM KaKue
IIUEHBI, WJIH, MOXET OBITh, BOBCE HEUMCTas Cuiia. [ po3a yke mia COBCEM PSIOM.

babkuHO M1000MBITCTBO POCIO BMECTE CO CTPAXOM, U OHA MOJIOIILIA MOOIHkKeE K 3a-
BOJIY.

N ona cpasy nonsiia, uto neno HenanaHo. [laxmo apiMom. babka Habpanach cmeno-
CTH W 3aryisgHyja B okHO. OHa elle He 3aKkpuyajia OT cTpaxa. B omgHOW M3 TpeX TOMOK
Tiemu yrim. Y3 cpennero ky6a Ha KimroBuxy risjena yepHas v jjoxmarasi poka, u3 BTO-
poro Kyba cBecmiach 4bi-TO pyka. B TpeTbeMm kyOe TOKe KTO-TO 3allleBEITUIICS, 3allle-
BEJIUJIOCH U HA TOMYAHE MO OKHOM.

babka KnroBuxa, nake He OXHYB, OTCKOYMJIA OT OKHA, XOTSI HOTH Y HEe MOJIKOCH-
uck oT cTpaxa. [lorom ona mobeskana o secy. ['po3a Hacturana 6adky, a 6adka 6exa-
7a u3 jecy, He moMHs cebs. OHa BCS MPOMOKJIA, BCS TIEPEmyrajiach, HO HE MPOCHIaa
13 KOP3UHBI HU OJTHOM SITOJTKH.



B ToT e Beuep, Korjaa rpo3a CTUXJIa, BCS JEPEBHS y3HAJIA, UTO B JIECY HA JEITSp-
HOM 3aBOJI€ KUBYT TO JIM OEKEHIIbI, TO JU Kakue-To pa3doinuku. badka KitoBuxa pac-
CKa3bIBaJia, YTO BHJIENA JaXKe PYKb€ B pyKax Yy OJHOro, U TpeOoBaja OT Opuragupa
(CracukoBa 0TI11a), 4TOOBI TOT CPOYHO BBI3BAJT MUJIHUIIHIO.

Pemmnm oTa0KUTh 3TO JIEJI0 JI0 yTpa.
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— AX, BOT 3TO KTO! — BoCKJuKHyna KaTbka, OTKpbIBas ABepU.— Thl HoUueMy HO-
YbI0 B OKHA 3aIJIS/IbIBACIII?

Katpka Obuta cyacTimBa u 1oBojbHA. Buepamnue ctpaxu ucue3nu. CTosio TUX0e
cosiHeuyHoe yTpo. Ilenm mrunel. 1IBeTsl LBEIM TaMm U TyT, OKOJIO capas, Ile¢ HOYEBaIIU
pebsita. Mepun Prixko risigen Ha Kateky cBoum Oonbium riaazoM. OH mpukan cHava-
Ja OJHO yXO, MOTOM BTOpPOE, KOrJa U3 JIBEpEi BBIKATWICS Yymasbli MUHbKa. 3a HUM
BCKOpE TMOSIBUJICS TaKOH ke rpsi3Hbii Opat Cracuk u Hukomnait XoMmyToB.

Kartbka He Moriia roBOpuTh OT cMeXa, Takue Bce ObLu Tps3Hbie! KaTbka cMesiach.
MepuHn Ppikko riisaen Ha Bce 3TO U Ipsiaal yiiaMyd. XBOCT Y HEro Maxajcsi B 00e CTo-
POHBI, OTTOHSUT YTPEHHUX KOMApOB. «A BOT MBI AETTIO HATOHUM, TOMaXEeM €ro,— Io-
nyman Munbka.— Bce KoMapbl B CTOPOHY OTJHETATY.

Karpka cmestacek.

[Ipumnocks BceM cpa3y UIATH K PEUYKE CMBIBATh CaXy M KOIMOTh. 3a0HO MUHBKa 1
XOMYTOB MPOBEPUIIN YJIOUYKH, ITOCTABICHHBIE HA caMOJIOB, a CTacCHK NPUHEC BOJBI B
KOTEJIKE.

— Vpal— 3akpuvaiu Ha 6epery Munbka ¢ XomyToBbIM.— ECTb!

Bonpmmas nryka maxke He ycrnena oxXydaThes, Kak okazanach Ha O6epery. OHa npsira-
Ja ¥ Oujla XBOCTOM. XOMYTOB OpOCHJICS Ha HEE BCEM TEJIOM. 3yObl y IIYKH OBIBAIOT
MHOTJIa OCTphIC, KaKk OpUTBa, TOTO W TS majer pacnopeiib. [loatomy MuHbka cxBa-
THJI €€ 3a 1€, a XOMYTOB 3a XBOCT U MOTAIIWIHA. [Joporor oHa Tax JISITHYJIA XBOCTOM,
yT0 XOMYTOB BBINYCTUII €€, a NOTOM U MunspKka. ll[yky octaBuin B OKOE B Tpase U
Havyajay pa3KuraTb KOCTEpP. YBUAEB BUepallHee pemero, XOMYyTOB IIOCMOTpEN Ha COJI-
HBIIIKO, a MUHBKA MOTpOTraj CBOUM HOC.

— byaem?— cnpocust Munbka u nornsaen Ha Kateky.

— Eme uero!—3apyranace Katbka.— Hamo kapTomky 4ucTuTh, HAA0 MEpUHA Ta-
CTH.

— Mepun? — cnpocun Cracuk.— He MepuH, a KOHb.

— Her, nomanp.

— Kepeben! Bo...— obpanosasicss XoMyTOB.

— He Bpu!

Havanu crioputh, Kakasi pa3HHIla MKy MEPUHOM, KepeOIioM u KoHeM, Ho KaThb-
Ka 1ocjajga OJHOIO 3a IIYKOW, IPYroro 3a JpOBaMH, TPEThEro 3a pacromnkoi. Cama
Hayaja YUCTUTh KapTOLIKY.

Tak HA4aJI0Ch 3TO HOBOE YTPO JIETHUX KAHUKYIL.



YXa HpIHYE MOJy4YnIach Ha ciiaBy. MUHBKA €II€ HU pa3y HE €J1 TaKOW yXH, Ja U
BCE OCTAJIbHBIE HU pa3y. PbKKa yrOCTHIIH COJIBIO-TM3YHIIOM, OH M celdac Jin3aji ¢ yao-
BOJILCTBHEM, CIIPSATABIINCH B TEHD Capas.

— A 4TO, €XeNu JIeTTIO HarHath? — cka3ai BApyr CTacuk.

Munbka ayman. MbIciab 0 TOM, 4TOOBI UCIPOOOBATH JETTSAPHBINA 3aBOJI, €IIE CO
BUEpAIHETO HE J1aBajia €My IOKOSI.

— A bl 3Haemb Kak? ['oHsaT-To?— cnpocuiia Karbka.

— He! D10 neaymika KocTbuib 3HaeT,— cka3zajl XOMYTOB.

U Bce BcioMHmim — aeayiika KocTbulb 1€MCTBUTENIBHO THAJ AETOTh U3 OEPECTHI.

«BOT 4TO, Ha/I0 CXOJIUTh K HEMY,— MOJAYMAIOCh MUHBKE.— Y3HaTh, KaK T'OHAT
JETOTHY.

OH BbICKa3aJyicsi 00 3TOM BCIYX, U BCE COTIACHINCH, HO BAPYT CHOBA MOJY4YHJIACh
3arBO3/IKA.

— A kak ero 30ByT? — cnpocmia Katbka.— KocCTbUIb-TO BeJlb IPO3BHILIE. ..

Bce 3amomuanu. Hukto He 3Han, Kak 30BYT AeAyumiKy KocThuis.

— A MBI Yy HETO CIIPOCUM,— MPEII0KUIT XOMYTOB.

— Her, nyumie y xoro-HuOyap,— ckazan Munbka. Pemmnm nmociath B JEepeBHIO
Munbky, HO MuHbKa oTpedoBain cedbe B moMorniHuku CTtacuka.

Uepe3 nBa yaca, MOCie TOro KaK MO3aBTPAKau, JEJeraiuus U3 JBYX YEJIOBEK —
Munbku n Cracuka — OTIpaBWiIach B JIEpeBHIO K Aeaymke KocTeuto. 3a01HO HAA0
OBLIIO Pa3I00bITh XJI€0a, CIIMYEK, JIOXKEK U KaKyIH-HUOYb TOCYy JUUISl TUTHS.

— A 4r0, ecnu Ha Pepkke? — nipeqnoxkunn Cracuk.

— Touno! — obpanoBanics Munbka.— TOJBKO BOT y3/IbI-TO HETY...

B 3aBone okazanach crapas BepeBka. MUHbKa pa3pyOus ee TOMOPOM Ha HECKOJIBKO
yactedd. OH caena ABa KOJblla U CBS3a]l UX BMECTE OJHOM Oombioit BepeBkoil. [Tomy-
yunach y3aa. OctaTok BEpEBKU HUCIIOIb30Ba HA MOBOIbSI.

PbrkKko TeprienuBo Kaai, MoKa eMy JIeJaiu 3Ty y31y. Takoi ObLI ClIaBHBIA KOHB!
N mepun. OH nake HAKJIOHHUII CBOIO OOJIBITYIO TOJOBY, Korja MuHbKa Havyall ero 00-
patbiBaTh. MUHBKA KOW-KaK HaTallU] BEPEBOYHYIO Y31y HA TOJIOBY PhIKKa, ITOABEN €ro
K YIUIy U caM T0Jie3 Ha yroJjl, 4TOOBI C yria nmepesie3Th Ha CIUHY MepuHa. PrikKo momo-
&71aji, moka MUHbBKa BCE 3TO HE MPOJAEIAIL, U MOIIEN.

— Tnpy! — ocranoBun Munbka MepuHa.— Cracuk enie! Ctacuka KoW-Kak Moj-
cagnia XomyToB ¢ KaTbkou.

N BoT paeneranusi TpOHyJACh U3 JIECY B JEPEBHIO.

BriexaB B moJie, pedsita MpUYainuid K U3TOPOJU U cie3Nu ¢ Jiomaau. OHU OTIy-
cTWINU PhIKKa MacTUCh, a caMU TalHO, MO TPABE BAOJIb U3TOPOAU MOJKPAIUCH K JOMY
nenymku KocTouis.

Bo nBope Bo3usics EBrenuit. 910 ObLT ASAYNIKHMH BHYK B BO3pacTe TPeX WJIU YEThI-
pex aet. OH npuexan roCTUTh K ASAy U CelYac BO3WICS C KAKUM-TO KOJIECOM.

— Jloma nmenymka?— crnpocun MuHbKa, KOrja MOJOLLIM K KpbUlblly. EBrenmii
naxe He nmocMoTpen. OH ocTaBUII KOJECO W 3aHsuics ApyruM aeiaom. OH XOTen cocaTh
cpa3y aBe cocku. OJIHy COCKY OH JIa)k€ HE BBIHUMAaJ U30 PTa, APYrYyIO, JOMOJIHUTENb-
HYI0, TOMUHYTHO TBITAJICS BCTaBUTH B poT. Habmomast 3Tu mombITkH, MUHBKA HE 3aMe-
TWJI, KaK MOSIBWICS JeIyIIKA.

— Yro ckaxere, Mmojoanb? Muaska 1 CTaCUK MOJTYAIIH.



— A 751, EBreHnmil, B KpanuBy HE MOJ3aid,— OOpaTWICSA AEAYIIKA B IPYTyIO CTO-
pony.— KpamnnBa HOHYE BOH Kakas Kycaydasl.

Jlenyiika cen Ha KPbUIbIIO.

— Canurecs u Bbl, — cKa3zas oH. Munbka cen. Cracuk toxe. Bee onsite 3amonya-
TN

— Hy, Tak 4yero? — BHOBb 3aroBOpuII JAeayiika.— PpiOy-To He noBUTE?

— M1 370... llyka...— Hayan Obuto Ctacuk, HO MUHBKA TaK MOIJISIEN Ha HETOo,
yTo CTacuk cpazy OMOMHUJICS U cKa3zall: — Hert, He 1oBuUM.

— Jlenymika, a TeOst Kak 30BYT?— BBITIATIII BAPYT MUHBKA.

— Jla KocTbeuib! — 3acMmesiicst cTapuk.

— He-e! 1o npo3Buiie,— ckazan MuHbKa.

— KocTpuib-10?

— bIrbI.

— Hy nak Bot, MeHs 30ByT MBaH. [lo oTyuecTtBy CaBenbeBu.

Jenyuika B3JOXHYJ U TIoraaaui 06oux no rojose. [lorom crpocuit:

— A HamTo BaM, MOJO/ILIbI, MOE€ UMS-OTYECTBO?

— MBI... MBI XOT€JIN Y3HATh...

— YeBo y3HaTH-TO?

— Kak aerots ronsit,— ckazan CTacuk.

— Jla xak. Tak u rousar. U3 6epectsl. HaObiOT BTYTYIO, MOJTHBIN KyO HANMMXaloT.
BbepecTri-To. [IoTOM 3aKpoOIOT, IMIEJIKH MIMHOW 3aMaxyT, YTOOBI BO3AYyX HE MPOXOAWI. A
CHH3Y OTOHb Pa3BEIYT...

— W noreuet?

— W notedver. Hy-ko BbI 3a EBrennem-to nornsaure. S ceiyac...

Henyiika noaro He npuxoauia. HakoHell oH mosSiBUICS ¢ OOJBIIMM aTlOMUHUEBBIM
omonom. B Gtofie neskanu KyCKu MEJOBBIX COT.

— Hare-ko! Emsre. U TH1 nau, EBrenuii.

Ho EBrenuii no-npexxuemy He oOpariail HA Ha KOro BHUMaHus. Jaxke Ha mef.

[Ipocto ymuBuTenbHO,— mnoayman MHHBKA,— TaKOW MaJIEHbKMU M TaKOM BaX-
HeIi»y. OHM co CTacMKOM MOOTKA3bIBAJINCh HEMHOI'O, a MOTOM Hadaiad €CTh Mend. DX,
Kakoit 3To Obu1 Men! [IpsiMo ¢ BOCKOM €7, TOJILKO BO PTY MoYaBKuBaio. [emxyiika ris-
nen, rasaen 3a EBrenremM u BIpyT CpoCui:

— A dero, psOSTYIIKH, JETOTh COOpaIUCh TOHUTH? Tak BOT TOBOPAT, YTO B 3aBO-
7e-TO OEXEHIIbl MOCENUIUCh. Pa300HHUKH.

MuHbKa gae NONepXHYJIC.

— Her, BBI TyJa nydiie He XOaUTe, — CKazan aeayiika. — Yero, EBrennit? I1u-
caThb He xouemb? Hy, Oerute, 6erure...

Munbka 1 CTacUK BBICKOUWIIN W3 IETYITKMHON KaTUTKH.

— Cubimian? — Munbka aepHyn Cracuka 3a pykas.

— Ara. 9710 Mbl. bexeHI1bI-To.

— A, B0 kak! — MuHbBKA OT BOCTOPTa 3alphirajl Ha OAHON HOore. — 3HaeM, 3Haem!
Teneps 3HaeM!

— Yero 3Haem?

— Kak nmerors rHare.

Cracuk TOJBKO celvac MOHsI, OTYEro Tak pagoBayica MUHbBKA.



— Ckopee! IToexanu. I'ne Peixko?

— Ox, Munbka, a JOMOK-TO.

— Ilorowm.

OHu TallkoM NMPOCKOJB3HYJIU B MOJIE, Tya, Iie ocTaBwin Pbokka. Peikka, oHaKo,
HE ObLIO.

— DX, YKpaJM y Hac MepuHa,— B3A0XHYJ1 Munbka.— [Ipuaercs nemkom exarh.

— Wnrn, a He exarTs.

— Hy, uatu! Kakas pazauna?

OHU 4yTh-4yTh HE IOCCOPWIIMCH, TOTOMY YTO pa3Huua Bce ke Opuia. [la u Cracu-
Ky BJIPYT TaK 3aXO0TEJIOCh JOMOM, TaK €My 3aX0TEI0Ch YBUJETh OTLAa U MaTh, YTO MPSMO
KyTb. OH 4yTh He 3amiakan. MuUHbBKA e ObUI TaKUM HENPEKIOHHBIM, TAKUM HEMpe-
KJIOHHBIM. .. Hpy3bs OIISITh UCUe3n B Jecy.

ITon Beuep B nepeBHE Hauascsa nepenosiox. bpuragup, oren Cracuka, HE OUEHB-TO
Bepui KimroBuxe, korja oHa roBopuia 0 Kakux-To TaM pazboiHukax. OH jJaxe He cTal
3BOHUTH B MIJIMLNIO. HO BOT BAPYr yTpoM BBIACHWIOCH, yTO HET noMa Kateku! C Be-
yepa 00a — M OTell, U MaTh — MPUIIUIH JOMOM MO3JHO U AYMaJId, YTO JE€BOYKA JIABHO
CIIUT Ha CBOEM MECTE, B JIeTHeW u30e moj mojorom. Jlaxke He MOCMOTPEIH, YTOOBI HE
pazoyauTh. YTPOM BBISICHUIIOCK, uTO KaTbku moja monorom HeT. [loOexanu uckaTth, HO
ee Hurjae He Obuto. KTo-TO, Kaxkercst maTh MuHbKH, cka3al, uto KaTbka yiuia cienom
3a MaJbYHUILIKaMH B MHOHEpaarepb. PoauTenu yCnokOWINCh, HO HEHAAOIr0. A TYyT €lle
Opuraaup BAPYT YBHUJEI B T0JI€ MEpUHA, 00Y31aHHOTO TaKUM CTpaHHBIM 00pa3oMm. Kto-
TO 00y31a1 Pelkka BepeBOYHOM Y3101, HO KTO?

bpuragup npsiMo He 3HAJI, YTO JE€JaTh... YK€ IO BEUEp B ACPEBHIO NIPULIEIT YUU-
tenb Cepreii Muxainosuu. [Toka o nui yaii y MUHBKMHON MaTepH, HACTYIIHII HACTO-
AIIUN BEYep, a MOXKET, JaXe M HOYb. JIuis BEpHyJache JOMOW U pacckasajlia BCE HOBO-
CTH: O TOM, YTO MEpHUHA BHUeNa 00y31aHHOro, uTo KaTtbka HE Ccrpocsich yuuia B MHO-
HEepJIarepkb.

— B kako#i narepnp?— cnpocun Cepreii MuxaidyioBud u BIPYr BCKOYMJ C JIaB-
ku.— Jlareps Tonpko 3aBTpa oTKphIBaeTcs.— M Cepreit MuxaiioBud CTpeMIIiaB BbI-
0eXxas u3 JoMa.

Housto Best aepeBHs Obla y)kKe Ha HOraX M HUKTO HE COMKHYJI riia3. ToJibko B 1oM
k neny MBany CaBenbeBUYY HU OJIMH HE J0orajajics 3a0exarh, IOM-TO CTOUT Ha OTIIHOE
3a U3ropoJIbl0. Permmnm HeMe st uATH UCKaTh PEOsT.
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Munbka, Ctacuk 1 XoMyToB He Tepsuin BpemeHu 3ps. [la u Kartpka Toxe. OHa
nmomorajna uMm, kak Moria. OHHU ele 3acBeTii0 Habuiu KyObl cTapoil OepecToil u HaKo-



Majgu y py4bs TIUHBL. MOXKHO OBl YK€ 3aTOTUISTh HUKHUE TOTKU, HO KyObI-TO OBLITH HE
3aKpbITHL. A 4eM 3akpbiBaTh? Kpyriibie skene3Hble 3aKphIBallIKU, BUAUMO, ObUIA JTABHO
notepsHbl. M Tornqa MuHbKa ckazait:

— Cnenaem Toiibko onuH Ky6! Jlisa nmpoOsl. Bech 3amakem rimHoOM. Ha oauH-TO
KyO TJIMHBI XBaTHUT!

Karbka, Ctacuk u XoMyToB mobOexanu 3a 100aBOYHON rivHOW. OHM TacKajau ee
Ha MIMPOKUX JIUCTHAX JIOMyX0B, MUHbBKA TYT K€ 3ama3biBal eto Oepecty. Korna ocraBa-
JIOCh 3aMa3aTh TPETHIO YACTh KPYTI0U AbIpbl, MUHBKA 1Al IPUKA3 Pa3BOJAUTH OTOHb.

XomMmyToB mobexan JomMath apoBa, KaTbka nputamnmia OT KOCTpa rOpsILyro rojo-
BEIIIKY.

3aronuiu.

Tem BpemMeHeM MuHbKa HAYMCTO 3amedaTan TJIIMHOW OepecTy B KyOe. 3ambuial
OTOHb B NI€YM, 3aCTPEIISIIN YTOJIbKU Ha 3€MJISTHOM TOJI.

Komaps! ucnyraiuch IbIMy, IOTOMY YTO JbIM CETOIHS HE 1€l B TPYOy.

— DX, HABEPHO, OMSATh K JIOXKII0!— BbICKa3al npeAmnoioxkenne CTacuk.

— A MoxeT, TpyOa 3acopuiack?— ckazan XoMyToB, © MUHbKa HE JOJITO AyMas
pemni J1e3Th Ha Kphinry. OH moJsie3 mo yriay, nobpaics Ao 3actpexu. Jlambine Obuio
OIacHO JIe3Th, TOTOMY YTO HaJIO MEPEKUIBIBATh HOTY C yTrjla Ha KPBIITY U KapaOKaThCsl.
Katpka, Ctacuk 1 XOMyTOB CIEAWIN CHU3Y, 3aTaUB JbIXaHUE.

— Huuero He BeixoauT!—MuHbKa ciie3 Ha 3emito.— Hazno nectHuiry.

— A ecim u3HyTpH?—orajaanacs Kateka.

— VYpa! — 3akpuuan XomyTtoB.— A Toxe noise3y. BHyTpu capas 3anes3nu Ha rpo-
MaJIHYIO0 TIBUIBHYIO T€4Yb, HAIUIM IIEIh B KPBIIIE U C TPYJIOM Pa3ABUHYJIHU JIBE JOCKHU.
Jlocku ObUTH YK€ THUJIBIE M Ha TBO3/SX HE JCPKAIUCH.

MuHnbka 1 XOMYyTOB BBIOpanuCh Ha Kpblily. beuio maneko BugHo BOKpyr. CuHena
peka.

— A nepeBHI0 BuaaTh?— crpocusl CTacuK CHU3Y.

— He-e! Tonbko ryMHO HEMHOKKO.

MuHbKa 3ariisiHyn B TpyOy, CIOKEHHYIO U3 kupnuda. Tam Obuia ogHa yepHoTa. 1
TYT €0 OMATh OCEHUIO.

— Karbka!— 3akpuyan Munbska.— Hy-ko 3akpoii neun 6epectunoit! Henamonro.
Karpka u Cracuk BeIOpasi BHH3Y OOJBIIYI0 OEPECTHHY U HA MUHYTY 3aKPbUIH TOTIKY.
JbIM XJI6IHYT B TpyOy. OH 00JbIlle HE OCTaHaBIMBAJICs, IOTOMY 4YTO 00pazoBajach Ts-
ra. Ho 6epectuna B pykax KaTbku 3aropesnach OT meyu.

— Bpritackubaii! Ha ynuiy!— ckomangoBan MuHbBKa, KOT/Ia YBUIET BCE 3TO Ye-
pe3 IBIPY B KPHIIIIE.

Cracuk MUTOM BBIBOJIOK IBIXAIOIIYI0 OEPECTUHY M OTTAIIWI €€ MOoJaJibllie OT ca-
pas. OHa yaauia qoJIro, He MOrjia JOTOPETh.

Munbke 1 XOMYTOBY HE XOTEJIOCH CJIe3aTh C KPBIIIH. «IX, KaKOW BUA!— qyman
Munbka.— Xanko, yto HeT 6uHOKIA. JIn6o moa3opHON TPyOs. OH MPOMYCTHII BHU3
gyepe3 KPhIlly XOMYTOBa, 3aTEM CJIe3 CaM U HaJIBUHYJ TECHHBI, Cllea, Kak ObLIo, Ha
ciydail moxnas. Y Tak HouHast Oypsi caysia ¢ KPBIIIM TPU WK YeThIpe TecuHbl. OHU Ba-
JISTTUCH TEEPh B MAJTMHHUKE 3a CapacM.

Munbka cies.

— A 4yTt0, MuHs, Koraa noreyeTr?— Beceso cnpocui CTacuk.



— He 3Har0,— cka3anm Munbka.— MoxeT, 3aBTpa, MOXKET, CETOIHS.

MuHbKa U BIPSIMb HE 3HAJI, CKOJIbKO BPEMEHHU HYXHO KaJUTh B KyOe Oepecty. OH
’aJiell, 4YTo He yCIIell CIIPOCUTh 00 AToM y Aeayiiku. Ho Beas He OexkaTh e u3-3a 3TOro
oOpatHo? Hano »xnath.

XOMYTOB OISITh MPUBOJIOK ApoB. OH T11e-TO OBICTpEN BCeX yMell HAaXOJUTh CyXHe
0JIbXOBbIE JIpoBa. CTacHUK MOAKHUHYJ B neyb. KaTbka B3aymana neub kapToumky, Ctacuk
CXOJHJI 3a BOJOM.

Bce ycranmu.

HezameTHO caamiock 3a jec HEXapKOe K BEYEPY COJIHBIIIKO, ME€Yb Tropesa, Kak
noma. [loTom, Korja coiHIE celio, OT PEKU Havyasl MOJJHUMAThCs Oelblii TYMaH, HO B ca-
pae ObLIO TEIIOo.

— MuHb, a Kak ero Ha3bBaroT? — cupocuit CTacuk.

— Koro?

— OT10r0... KTO 1€roTh roHHUT.

— Jlertapuuk? — cnpocuina Katpka.

— Jlertsps! — moragancst XoMyTOB U CTajJl OY€Hb TIOBOJIbHBIN.

Kapromika nmoyemy-To He NEKJIach, a TOJBKO TOPEa, a €CTh XOTEJIOCh BCe OO0JIbIIe
1 OoJIbIIIE.

— IlonupoBaTk ObI... — 3ayMunBO npousHec CTacuk.

Bce npomonuanu. Cryckanace HOUYb, a IETOTh Bce HE TeK. MuHbka n CTacuk yxke
HECKOJIBKO pa3 XOJUJIN B TEMHOTY 3a I€Ub, IIyNadu TaM KOHEIl JKeJIe3HOM TpyOKu, mpo-
YUIIAIN €€ OEPE30BbIM MTPYTKOM.

Hert, He Tek 1oKa AEroTh!

[Ieus kapko neLIana.

Haxkonern pemmmim noyxuHatk. B ToM e KOTeJIKe, B KOTOPOM JHEM BapuiH yxy,
Katpka BckumnsaTmia Boay U HabOpocajia B Hee JMCTheB CMOpOAUHBL. [lomyuuics Benu-
KoJIeTTHbIN yaii. Eme ocraBanock HeMHOTO Xj1e0a u conu. Kaprormika ¢ ojgHoro 6oka ObI-
Jla UCTICYCHHAs!, C IPYroro 3a)KKEHHAsi U OYEHb ChIpasi, HO 4TO ObLIO fenaTh? EcTh-TO
XOTEJOCH ellie OOJIbIIIE.

— MuHb, a Koraa mMbl 1OMOU-TO...— crpocuiia Bapyr Kareka, Ho MuHbKa HE OT-
BETHII.

— Tcc!— on noansin naneu.— Crnpiure?

Hukro Huyero He cibiman. Bee 3amepin. Ho BOT maneko B jecy mocCIbIuancs
kpuk. Mnu sto nTuna kakas? Pe0Ggra HampsokeHHO BCIylIMBaIKMCh. B meuke rynen
OTOHb, O] KPBIIIEH YTO-TO MOTPECKUBAJIO.

— Bo, omate KpyyaT,— MIENOTOM IIPOU3HEC XOMYTOB.

— JIBepu Hag0 3aKpbITh,— CcKa3ayl CTaCHK U MOIIEN 3aKPbIBATH.

— A uTo0, ecnu croga npunyt? — KaTbeka yxe aposkana oT cTpaxa.

— He npunyt!— cka3zan Munbka.— Hurne HeT HUKakux OexeHIEB.

— A kT0, MuHs, Pepkka y Hac yBen? A?— crpocui Cracuk.

— OH, MOXKET, 1 cam yIIIed.

— Jla. Cam. Kak on cam-10?

— Hy, cam. B3sut u ywen. Croii...



Kpuk nosropuics, HO, KaxeTcs, eme gaipie. M BHOBb ctano tuxo. Ha Bpems ot
cTpaxa JJake €CTh PacXoTesoCh, HO MUHBKa BCTall, elie pa3 MpoBEpUJ reub, Ky0, 1Bepu
U Bce octanbHoe. Jlertio moka He Ob10. CTanu y)KUHATh.
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Bbpuragup — oten Katbku n Ctacuka — ¢ pyKbeM HOILIET UCKATh PEOST MO OJHOU
nopore, a EBnaxa nmoexan Ha Tpaktope no apyroil. Jluns u Cepreir MuxaiisioBuu omo3s-
JAJIA U MOIIN TIOCJIE BCEX.

bruta yxxe rimyOokast HOUb.

Cepreil MuxaijoBu4 He Ha LIYTKY BCTPEBOXKHWIICS, KOI/Ia y3HAJ, YTO PeOST HET
YK€ TpO€ CyTOK, a IeBOYKa He HoueBala noMa. Ckasainu, 4To yluid B Jarepb. Ho Huka-
KOI'0 IMOHEpJareps eue U B IOMUHE HET, OH OTKPBIBAETCS TOJIBKO C 3aBTPALIHErO YHC-
na!

B necy Cepreit MuxaitinoBuy J10JIr0 CBETHII JIEKTPUUECKUM (POHApPEM Ha JI0pOTy,
XO0Ts HOYb ObLTa Oenasi, CBeTJIasl.

— Bor 3aeck nporen TpakTop, — ckazana Jlums, 6eps Cepres MuxaiiinoBuda moa
PYKY.

— 3auem Ham Tpaktop? Ham nydine qpyrum mytem.

Ho TtpakTop Tapaxrten rae-To coBceM psanoM. Bot 6inecnynu apsl. TpakTop cTOSII
JInns ot Ceprest MuxaiisioBuya nojoiia 0jvxe u yBujaena Tpakropucta Epnaxy.

— Uro, Oykcyere? — CIpPOCHIT YUUTEIb TPAKTOPUCTA.

— Jla Her, nopora kpenkas. Bon, 310... — EBilaxa nokasai B JECHYX0 TEMHOTY,
ocBelaeMyto gapamu Tpaktopa. Ha Gonbinoit Oenoit 6epecte, pacTsHyTOM Ha CydKax,
OBLJIO HAMMHUCAHO:

Buaumanue! O6psiB npoBoga. OmacHo 1ist )Ku3HH!

— Bort ono uT0... — Cepreit MuxaitnoBuu ¢eipkayi. — Tak uTo, He oeaeTe?

EBnaxa momgan. OH X011 OKOJIO TPAKTOPA U OKOJIO CTPAHHOTO OOBSIBJICHHUS.

— IHomnm,— JInns noTaHyJsa yuyurenns 3a pykas.— BOT 3Toi TpOIIKOM.

TapaxTamuil TpakTop octayicsa rae-To jesee. OHM 1M BCE JayblIe W Jaiblle B
jec, 00uBasi ¢ TpaBbl HAUMHAIOIILYIOCS POCY.

— Croit!— ocranoBuiics Cepreit Muxainosuy.— Kto-1o kpuuut. Cabludiib?

— D10 Opuragup,— ckaszaina Jluns.— OH Tol Joporo# noies.

Hous, kazanocs, yxe nuia Ha yosuib. Bapyr Cepreit MuxaitioBud 3aMep, YBUICB
3a IepeBbIMH OarpoBbIil 0TOJIECK.

— Ll'opwur... Uto tyT? [ertsapHsiii 3aBoa?—

OH, He pa30upast Tpombl, OpoCUiICs B JieC, MPIMUKOM Ha 3TOT OarpoBbIil OTOJIECK.
JIunda He mocrieBana 3a HUM.

Cepreit MuxaiinoBud 0exai, npeiras yepe3 THU U Kopsiru. OroHb MPpUOIHMKaC,
HO, Ka3ayiock, o4eHb MeieHHo. Hakoner Cepreit MuxaiinoBuu BeIO€kan Ha TOJISHY.
Kppima gertsipHoro capas SipKo U MOYTH OECIIyMHO Topefia ¢ OAHON CTOpOHbI. OTOHb
eme HaOupan cuily, HO Jedal 3TO TOPOIUIMBO M OCHOBATENBHO...
Cepreii MuxaiinoBuu nogdexan K JBepH, ABEpb Oblia 3anepra u3HyTpu. OH CTYKHYJI-
cs, IOTOM M0 YTy ObICTpo 3alpaisica Ha Kpeiry. Hauanm oTaupaTh ropsiiue AOCKU U



MIBBIPATh MX HAa 3eMJII0, B MaTWHHUK. OH OBICTPO pacKUAN TOPSIIYIO KPBIINIY, CITY-
CTWJICSI Ha OOJIBIIYI0, TOYEMY-TO TEIUTYIO MeUb, CIPBITHYJ Ha 1Mojd. OTOpOCUIT KPIOYOK,
pacraxHyJ IBEPb, CXBATUJI MO MBIILIKHU CPa3y IBYX U BBIHEC HA BO3YX.

JIBO€ IpYyrux NPOCHYJIUCH YKE CAMH...

[TonocneBmas Jluna yremana 3apeBeBinyto Kateky, Cepreit MuxaiiaoBud mpu-
KPUKHYIIL:

— Hy? Hesrenu. HatBopunu aenos. Tammure JOCKU oAaIbIIE.

W oH Havyan OTKHUIBIBATH TOPSIIME TIOCKHU.

Yepes nosiyaca Bce ObLIO KOHUYEHO. Pa3BopoyeHHas Kpbllla AECTTAPHOTO 3aBOja
yxke He apiMuna. K 3Tomy BpeMeHu mpuObUI K MeCTy MoXKapa u Opuraaup. YBHUIEB
Karbky u CTacuka, OH CHa4ajia CXBaTWJI X B OXAaIKy, TIOTOM OTTOJIKHYJI:

— Bor s Bac! I[lorogure y mens. omoii! JKuso!

Ho Katpka noutu cnana Ha pykax Jlunu. Oren nosen Cracuka coOMpaTh prok3ak,
a Cepreii MuxaiiioBud B3s11 3a pykd MuHbKy 1 XOMyTOBa:

— [lomwun!

MuHbKa OKOpHO nowen no gopore. OH HE3aMETHO, Mo ceds miakain. OT4ero oH
rakan? HeuwsBectHo. MoxeT ObITh, Oosics B30y4YkHM OT maTepu. MokeT ObITh, OH
BCIIOMHUJI CE€lYac OTLA, KOTOPBIN KHII TJIE-TO AJIEKO B JIECTIPOMX03€. A MOXET, U €IIIe
OT 4€ro, HEU3BECTHO. XOMYTOB HE IUIAKAJL, & IPOCTO XHBIKAJ.

— Hy, urto xe Bbl, — octaHoBwics Cepreidi Muxaitnopuu — Kak neBuonku. A?
Hy, ny. Munseka... Unewm...

— Eme... enie Ob1 HEMHOXKO, U MTOTEKJI0,— 3aUKasICh Ipou3HeC MUHbKA.

— DTO0 Ha3bIBaeTcs BO3roHka,— oO0bsicHun Cepreit MuxaitnoBuy.— Bbl pa3Be He
ITPOXOUIH?

— He-e...

Houb xoH4anack, Ob1I0 yke coBceM cBeTIo. [IThuka kakas-To Hayasia mpocChlnaTh-
Cs B JIECy.

— Ox Bbl, Aertspu! — ckazan Cepreit MuxaiinoBuy, oTiyckass MUHbKY U XoMy-
toBa.— Maure-ka camu.

JIunst mouemMy-To TUXO CMESIIACh.



